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HE Firſt BOOK of ARCHITECTURE, By | 
1 ANDREA PALLADIO. Tranſlated out ß 
the Italian; with an Appendix touching Doors ang 
Windows, by Pr. le Meut, Architect to the French Kings, Ml 
Tranſlated into Engliſs by Richard Godfreys, Ihe 
Whole illuftrated with above ſeventy Copper Cuts 
Alſo Rules and Demomſtratiens, with ſeveral. Deſigns _ 
or the Framing of any Manner of Roofs, either above 
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before publiſhed. By that ingenious Architect, Wr. 
illiam Pope of London. With Deſigns of Floors, and 2 1 
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I R Samuel Morelasd , Vage Mocur : Or the Neceſ- _ 
I fary Pocket Companion. Being a Book of Accounts = 
eady caſt up, whereby the greateſt Stranger to Ari ß 
etick may find the Price of any Commodity, from one 
arthing to 20 s. With ſeveral Tables of Intereſt, and 
ables for caſting up Nobles, Marks, and Guineas; 
th ſeveral other Things. highly neceſſary for all Mer- 

Pants, Tradeſmen and others. TS 
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Being a True Relation of the 


Happy” Converſion 


OF A 


— 2 — 


— 
wy — N , 


FROM 


_ teftant Gardener her Servant. 
Wherein is ſhewn, 


4 


Inter Great and Unparallell'd Sufferings 

$: on the Account of her ſaid Converfion ; as 
alfo, her wonderful Deliverance from two || 
Aſſaſſins hired by a Popiſh Prieſt to murder 


her: And of her miraculous Preſorvation in 4 
Wood for two Years ; and how ſhe was at laſt 


gether with her Parents, were brought over to. 
the Embracing of the True Religion, as were 
divers others alſo. 


A brief Account of the preſent Severe 
Perſecutions of the French Proteſtants. 


* 


TY 
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London: Pridted for A. Betteſworth, and C. Hitch, | 
at the Red Lon, in Pater- noſter-Row ; R. Wart, 


I 
Vi 
' at the B:bJe, in Amen-Corner ; and F. Hodges, at 


The Errors and Superſtitions of Popery, q 
to the Reformed Religion by Means of. 2 Pro- 1 


| 
# 


providentially found by her Huſband, who, to- 


To which ts 24d 8 1 


0 
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the Looking- . — on London-Bridge, 1746. 
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The Cory of a LETTER {ſent 
from a French Proteſtant Miniſter in 
France, to his Friend in London, with 
the following Relation. 


My very good F riend, 


4 VIN 3 received yours the © 
130% of April, N S. I wasnct 
a liitle over-joyed, even in my 
W Suffering, to bear you are well 
| ſettled in a Country, where you 
have the . of enjoying the Exerciſe of 
the True Religion, is a thing to be valued 
above all other earthly Bleſſings ; aad not 
Jenly that I am much more gladded to find 
1˙⁰⁰ inform me, that the C limate ſo well agrees 
A 3 | with | 


dar of a The Vt, 


og 1 Family, hr yo 1 Beve Zee 
eat; N25 ace ond. depgit 


— * 
o = 1 
* 


ied from we 
Prog . v7 der, particulerl mole, 3 P | 
 Bour under many Suffering and een 
I baving ( with many others) languiſbed 


long Time in Priſon, for the ſake of a gos vi 
Conſcience, afflifted with much Sickneſs, bil © 
Keaſon of my cloſe Confinement, which bleſſe K 
ze the Name of God ęnabling me, 1 bo 

born with Patience; though many have dies 7 
unpitied of their cruel Pet ſerutrs, vet 1b. ; ; 


Cry of innocent Blood may in Time mak 
tbem cry, How hard it is to kick againſt 7 
the Pricks ; yet my Prayers are, that infleai N 


of ſending any fearful Judgment on theſe Po. Fe 
iſn Adverfaries, God would turn thei nf 


Hearts, enlighten their Under tandings, mak! 1 
them fee the Error of their Ways, and repen 
a of the many Evils they have gone to the Pao! 
Proteſtants, without any manner of Cauſe 01 
 Provecation, to whom their rod and Ma f 
lice extend even beyond Death; for they fil 
continue their old Way of denying. they 
| Chriſtian Burial. But this is all our Con. 7 
fort, It matters not where our Bodies 
lie, fo be it our Souls are infalded in 
Chriſt's Arms. Net among the Miſeries and 
Threats -of Death: which I have under gos 

| | 1 1 


in taking care of the ſpiritual welfare of thoſe — 


The Copy of a Letter, Sc. 


that God bas committed to my Charge, I can- 


n but be greatly comforted when you tell ne 
De French Proteſtant Church in England 
flouriſhes ;, and that the Members of it, Walk 


worthy of their Calling, gaining by their in- 
offenſive way of Living, a good Repute among 


Strangers, when in their native Couniry fo _ 


much Inbumanity appears towards thoſe of the - 


| Rt formed Profeſſion ; for the Perſecution 8 


many Places rages fil by their impoveriſhing 
of Thouſands of Families, But not to be te- 
dious to you, having nothing left to ſend you 
but my good Wiſhes and Prayers, except the in- 
cloſed Account of a very ſtrange, but bleſſed Al. 
teration in the Family of the Count Alanſon, 
a worthy Nobleman, _—_ known to you, 1 have 


. drawn it up upon the ftriftejt Enquiry inte” 


the Truth of all the material Circumſtances, as 
well as my Sufferings, and ſpare no Time for 
the Care of thoſt under my Charge would per- 
mit; and ſend it to yoa as a Token of my Love, 
for the many Kindneſſes ] have received at your 
Hands; and that ſo you might communicate it 
to others, and make it publick if you ſee Occa- 


Jen; that all may be made ſenſible of the 


wonderful Goodneſs of Almighty God, 
and praiſe. him for the, Works he doth 
- unto the Children of Ten, For the Cer- 

A 4  tainlg © 


"The py of 2 Letter, e. 


rointy 5 9 what ] have written, though I have 
been e Method-ſake to uſe a few Expref- 
 frons of my own; you may firmly rely on my In- 
tegrits, who am always a Well-wiſber to the # 
Health of your Seal and 8 8 | 


* 


THE 


| rench Convear, Ge. 


wherein injured Innocence and oppreſ- 


I. writing of the following Relation, 
II. 


3 


| ans: 0 meant it for Good, that, he 


ſed Virtue does ſo eminently triumph 
over all the Rage and Malice, both of Men 
and Devils. I ſhall not ſtudy to adorn my 
Stile with Flowers of Rhetorick, but lead 
thee by theClue of Truth inte the adorable 
Myſteries of Divine Providence, which are 
here diſplayed in ſuch a Series of Wonders, 


Jas can ſcarce be parallell'd. As an Intro- 


duction to which, I will a little Conſider 
how the Divine Goodneſs delights to 


bring.. Light out of Darkneſs, and makes 


even the Wicked confound themſelves in 
their own Devices, that out of their 
evil Deſigns he may bring Good to paſs. 
For as Foſeph's being fold into eren. 
and there falſly accuſed of Adultery, ad 

vanced him next to a Throne, and 0 
ro the Stame of his accuſing Miſtreſs and 
treacherous. brethren; tho' at the begin- 


4 5 Is 


3 the true Religion; which, as ſhe had often 


. what with more ſatisfaction you will And 


ES lows. 


2 The FRENCH Convert, 
| might be inſtrumental to preſerve his Fa- 
ther and his Houſhold alive, and turned 
the Malice of the Patrarchs into a Bleſſing :f 
So the Miſeries and extraordinary Sufferingsf 
of the noble Lady whoſe Story 1 am going 
to recite, was made uſe of by Divine Pro- 
vidence, as a means of the Converſion of 
her Husband, Parents and many others, 10 


fince ſaid, has beena very ample and gloriouy 
Recompence. | But I ſhall not anticipate 


in the Relation ad ; which take as fol 


e Helens, 0 one of che faireſt Province 
. of France, there lately lived Alanſon, 4 
Perſon of: noble Extraction, and of ahne 
Eſtate ſuitable to the Greatneſs of hill 
Birth, and thoſe noble Qualities that e 
riched his Mind. Who being a Loveſſot 
of Military Actions, was eafily perſuaded 
to ſerve the King in the Wars, when 
having an eminent Command given him 
he behaved himſelf with a Bravery | War 
gained him the Admiration of his Bae ec. 
mies, the Love of his Friends, and freſf | 
Honours of his King, whe took partiffor 


eular Notice of his great Performanca 


The FRENCH. 


P you Lady of a Quality nor inferior to 
Wimſelf in birth, whoſe beauty and Virtue 


b Married, to their mutual Joy and Satisfac- 
ateWion. JFC ˙ 1 vB 
ina This happy Couple having for a whole 
fol Winter enjoyed the bleſſing of each others 


Put the leaſt Umbrage of any inter poſing 


dee Clond that might give any Allay to theft 

„ Niappineſs; at length the Spring came ons, 
_ arffend the Armies gathering together, ſummon- 
bid Jlanſon from the Repoſe he took in the 


& 
vet 
ded 
her 
Aim 
y 4 
Ent 
frei 


arti 


3 
* 


o the Field of War, to act his Part again 


never ſeemed fo unwilling to court 
ame abroad as now, ſince he muſt of 
celitty leave behind him the deareſt Part 


oft Embraces of hischaſte and loving Wile, 


pon that Stage of Honour, where he had 
ready acquired ſo much Reputation. But 


f himelf ; he had many Strugglings and 
-Ombats in his Mind, which ſeemed to 
divided between Love and Honour; 


But in the Intervals of two or three am- 
paigns, he caſt his Eyes upon ors Pridamia, 


Wwere equally attractive: To her he made his 
Addreſſes, and the equality of theit birth, 
and the Suitableneſs of their Diſpoſitions, 
made his Conqueſt the more eaſy; ſo that 
In a little Time they were Contracted and 


tual Love and endearing Affections, with- 


he had retired to conſider with himſelf what 


tho' ſhe knew it not, be the Occaſion| 


4 <Te FRENCH Convert. 
he was loth to leave his Lady, and yet 
unwilling to have his Reputation Ren ; 
And theſe different Paſſions in the Mind, 
cauſed ſuch an Alteration in his Counte-| 
nance, that it was taken Notice of by his 
Lady, who not knowing the Cauſe, was the 
more troubled at it; and therefore follow- 
ing him one Day into the Garden, whither| 


28 BY — . — 


he had beſt to do, ſhe earneſtly preſſed him 
to let her know what it was that troubled 
him; for ſhe had for ſome Time, ſhe ſaid, 
obſerved he was diſquieted, but could not 
tell at what z and ſhe was fearful ſhe might 


of it ; adding, Command me in any thing: 
Wife can juſtly do and I am all Obedience, 
This tender Carriage of his Lady, ad 
ded freſh Fuel to the Fire of his AMic- 
tions, and made him ſtill far more un. 
willing to leave her. Wherefore cau: 
ſing her to fit down by him, he told her, 
She was indeed the innocent Occaſion of 
his Trouble, for her great Love and Ten 
dei neſs to him, had 10 engaged his Hear 
to her in a reciprocal Affection; that he 
knew not how to think of leaving her 
| though Honour loudly called him to thi 
WW Field His Lady, when he talked of leay 


ro FA fad AY 89m ©, of K K + 2 
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leaving her, was hardly kept from 


ſwooning in his Arms, and 81 not for- 
bear ſaying, What! muſt we part then? 
ah wretched Deidamia? and ſtraitways ſhe 
fell a Weeping: Her tears did ſo prevail 


upon the Count, that Love had now ob- 


tained an entire Victary; and he reſolved 
to ſtay at Home with Deidamia; and there- 
fore intreated her to dry up her Tears, and 
be comforted ; for he had now come to a 
Reſolution, rather to undergo ſome hard - 
Cenſures for ſtaying at Home, than by his 
going to the Camp to leave his dear Dei- 
damia diſconſolate — Theſe kind Aſſuran- 
rances of her Husband, gave her that Sa- 
tisfaction which ſoon ſhewed itſelf in a 
cheartul Countenance. And the endearing 
Expreſſions ſhe gave the Count on that Oc- 
caſion, made him conclude they were both 
happy in each others Love. 
But behold the Inconſtancy of Worldly 4 
Happineſs, and how little we can pro- 


W miſe ourſelves of it here: We may in- 
deed both Purpoſe and Reſolve; but we 


can't ſecure ourſelves from Diſappoint- 
ments: The Footſteps of Divine Pro- 
vidence are often hard to trace. Henre 
it is that we are told by the inſpired Pen- 
wan, That the Ways of Cod are iu the 


Dip 
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1 Deep. and his Paths in the Great Waters, 
| and his Footfteps are not known. And we 


| Occaſion, or ſudden Turn of Providence, 
F deſtroys it, and in a Moment deprives us 
| of that Happineſs which we had promiſed 
to ourſelves for many Years : And yet theſe 
Changes, to thoſe that fear the Lord, are 
| fo diſpoſed and ordered by God's Provi- 
{  . dence, that in the End they e work 


i E in the Inſtance before us: For whilſt 
| Alanſon and his Deidamia delighted in each 


Jnugal Affection, an Accident fell out, that 
put him under a Neceſſity of going to the 
Damp, which was, That a Colonel's Place 
nia the Regiment of Pjcardy being vacant, a 
| Relation of Alanſon's at Court, out ef a 


Mind of the good Services of Aanſon, and 
deſired his Majeſty to beſtow that Vacancy 
upon him: To Which his Majeſty (being 
fenfible of his former Bravery and good 


| _ Setvice) readily conſented, and ordered his 
Cornmiſſion to be ſent. to him, which was 

done accordingly. When Alanſon rvcivgd 
: thus FETs: fron the Furſuvant wh 
| brought 


ſce often, whatever pleaſing Proſpect of 
Felicity we have in View, one unforeſeen if 


together for their Good,— And thus it fell 


other, and were both happy in their Con- 


too officious Kindneſs, put the King in | 


The FRENCH Convert. . 7 
brought it, he gave him a generous Re- 
ward for his Pains; but was not very well 
5 oh aſed, neither with the new Honour his 
Mzjeſty had given him, nor with his Kinf- 

man's too officious Kindneſs in . | 
it; becauſe it put him under a Neceſſi 7 
parting from his Lady, which gave him a 
vety ſenſible Diſpleaſure: But knowing 
that by his Commiſſion he was engaged too 
far for a Retreat, his Care was how to 
make his Deidamia as eaſy as he could; and 
therefore calling her to take a Turn with 
him in the Garden, and leading her into 
an Arbour covered with Jeſſamine, he thug 


(P OF_ ls. OD. VO” TY 
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at 


| mia, let me conjure you not to be troubled _ 
at what I am ing now to tell you, but if 
a you will oblige me, do it by ſhewing your 
a 8 Reſolution B41 oreicade of Mind ; and 
in yet J cannot but own, that our Refolves 
id I like little Heaps of Sand, are quickly 
cy I brought to nothing; but the Derives of 
is Heaven, like the Fotndatiohs of the Earth, 
xd are fix d for ever. Twas in this very At. 1 
is bour, my deareſt Deidamia, that I ef | 
as to ſtay at Home with thee, and not re- 
turn to the Campaign in Flanders; and 1 
appeal to him who Knows my Heart, how 
** 


* 1 


began to tell her the unwelcome News that 
had been brought him, My deareſt Deidi- 
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firmly I intended ; but ſee here, how-I am 


forced againft my Will to break my Reſo- 
lution ; (and with that he ſhewed her the 
Commiſſion the King had ſent. him to be 
Colonel of the Regiment of Picardy) and 
now you fee, my Deidamia, the Neceſſity 


that lies upon me to leave you for a Time; 


but though our Bodies be divided we will 


I have one Soul and Love whilſt Providence 


denies. us to live together. And whilſt I in 
the Field am fighting for my Country you 
mall ſtay here, and pray for my Succeſs : 
And ifit pleaſes God that I return, (which 
I do not 300 at all, for Heaven I am 


ſiure will hear your Servant's Prayers) it 
will be a new Addition to mv Joy, to lay 


|” thoſe Laurels I ſhall win in Battle, at Dei- 


| - damia's Feet. Poor Deidamia heard this 


heavy News with a fad Heart, but anſwer- 
ed with Piety and Prudence worthy of. her 
ſelf, that ſince what happened was not 


p of his ſeeking, but what the Providence 
of God had called him to, ſhe thought | 


it was her Duty, tho* ſhe could hardly 
do it without Reluctance, to acquieſce 


E 1n the Divine Diſpoſal of humane Acti- 


ons, and would endeavour to ſtifle her 


Reſentments, rather than give him any 
ae Trouble: - _ Manſos wing no lefs 


POR 


8 


pleaſed with Deidamia's Prudence that her 
kind Affection, which he. expreſſed by ſe- 


veral tender Things he told her, applied 


himſelf to the getting ready of his E- 
quipage, in Order to his Departure; and 
the ſettling. the Afﬀairs of his Family; 
ordering Antonio his Chaplain, who was 
a Friar of the Order of St. Francis, to 
ſay a folemn Maſs for his Succeſs in the 
Field, and the Protection of his Lady 
and Family in his Abſence z recommend- 
ing his deareſt Deidamia to the Care of An- 
tonio his Chaplain, and Fronovius his 

Steward to his Houſehold, in theſe Words: 


To your Care, in my Abſence, I recom- 


mend the Safety and Welfare of my belo- 


ved Lady, the moſt virtuous and loving of 1 


Wives; and charge you, as you expect to 
anſwer it to God and me, be obedient to 
all her Commands; comfort and cheriſh her 
in her Solitude, and ſee that all my Do: 
meſticks pay the like exact Reſpects. This 


and much more, they faithfully pro- 


miſed to obſerve. Then giving liberally 
to each Servant, and having Notice that 
his Equipage was ready, and divers Gen- 
tlemen on Horſe- back waited to accom- 
pany him, he took his ſolemn Leave of 
his dear Deidamia, whoſe ſad prefaging 
C Heart 
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poſfible, and I will ſend to you as oſten ax 


* 
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art was overcome. with Grief to that 
122 that ſhe could not only ſpeak theſe 
Fe. prophetick Words, Ah, my dear 
ord, may Heaven prevent my Fears, But 
my poor Heart fore-bodes that this will be 
a long and fatal Parting, To which the 
Count. replied, Do not caſt down thy 


ſelf, dear Deidamia, . by the indulging off 
ſuch melancholy Fancies; - but aſſure your 


ſelf, I'll haſten my Return as much as 


I can, And in the mean Time ſhall com- 
mit you to the Protection of the Almighty, 
the bleſſed Virgin; Mother, and al the 

holy Saints and Angels; and ſealing his 

Affection on her Lips with gentle Kiffes, he 

took his Leave of her, and rid away; not 

thinking he had left an innocent Dove w 


B the Protection of two ravenous Vultures, 


It is not much to my Purpoſe to tell 
vou, how well he was received at the 
Head of his Command by the Duke of 
Luxemburgh, or what brave Exploits his 
Courage carried him through, ſince nei- 
ther Fame, nor the publick News. from 


Paris have been wanting to ſpeak his 
Commendation : I therefore omit it, 12 


less in ſome Paſſages, where it will, 
I the Thread of this amazing Relation 


5 be 
an, + $5 


b» neceſfary o mertion fone Parcicu- 


Jars) and Thall contiftive with the ſorrowful 


Dridamin, who after his Departure, ſeem- 


ed to have baniſhed all Comfort from her 


Breaft ; all that ſhe found was in her De- 


votions and Prayers to Almighty God, for 
his Protection and ſafe Return, greatly af- 
fecting Solitude; and as much as ſhe could 
nies. the Viſits of divers Ladies, who 


(as they fay) came to make her metry, 
and divert her Melancholy, ſhe being ve- 
ry well beloved, both by the Nobility and 


Gear for her comely Carriage, modeſt 1 
Behaviour, ſweetneſs of Temper, and 


Affability. 


In the cool of the Day ſhe uſually mods. . | 
it her Buſineſs to retire into her Garden pen- - 
five and alone, it being by the Care and 


Diligence of the Gardener, kept and ordered 


like another Paradiſe, ſtored with great va- 


riety of choice Plants and Flowers, adorned 


with pleaſant. Fountains, and ſeveral delight- 
ful Arbours, ſhaded over with inter-twitling' 
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1 in one of which ſhe and her abſent | 


rd had paſſed ſome joyful, as well as fad 
Hours, and at the Remembrance of them 
would ſadly weep, then Pray (according to 


the Cuſtom of the Papiſts, who allow praying 


to > Saints) to the tant Saints for his 


by Protection: 


5 12 Te FRENCH Convert. 4 ; 
Protection : And fo drying up her Tears, 


| {would walk thence again, taking but little 
| _-Reſt in any Place: But one Time paſling 


| -her Gardiner (for ſo was he called) bufy in 
| - Watering them, and erecting, ſuch as de- 
clined their drooping Heads, occaſioned 
by the Heat of the Sun's too ſcorching 
Beams; ſhe had oftenin this Man obſerved 
* harmleſs native Innocence, accompanied 
with acute Ingenuity, (and indeed a Gar- 
dener, who underſtands his Buſineſs as he 
ought to do, muſt be an ingenious Man) 
1 thetefore imagined it might adminiſter 
to her ſome Advantage to hold Dſcourſe 
with him, in what related to the Myſte- 
| -rics of Gardening, thinking it no under- 
' valuing, tho? he was her menial Servant, 
ſince ſhe had often read, That Kings, 
Princes, and other great and wi Je Men had 
voluntarily became of this Occupation: That 
Adam, when Governor of all the World, 
.* Was employed in it by GOD himſelf z, 1o that 
coming cloſe to him, whilit his Hands 


Far, (his Back being towards her) being 


denly ſtarted up, and ſeeing his beauti- 
ful Lady near him, was a little ſur⸗ 
7 privy 


by a Bed "of Tulips, ſhe eſpied Bernard 


were buſied at his Work; the Man by his 


informed of ſome Body's Approach, ſud- 


Sars es sers rasa grösse Z F. S8 88 _ 


1 
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s, N priz'd, and would have retir'd to give her 
le the more freedom in her Walks; but ſhe 
ag prevented him, by ſaying, Bernard, Pray ao 
ralY not let me binder you in your Bufneſs ; come 
inf on purpoſe to obſerve your Dexterity in Gar- 
le- dening I ſee you mind it with a juſt. Diligence, 
ed though your Lord is abſent. 15 (replied 
"Bl he) 1 beg your Ladyſpip's Pardon, in 725 1. 
edi zell you, 1 am no Eye-ſervant, as well knowing | 
ed muſt give an Account to God, as well as to 
r- Man, 57 Jam negligent in what I promiſe to 
hell perform, and am intruſted with, Deida- 
n) mia ſtood ſurprized at the Man's plain, 
ter but ingenious Reply; and changing ſome- 
rſe what the Manner of her Diſcourſe, asked 
te- him divers Queſtions about the Virtues, . 
r- Natures, Qualities, and Production of Flow- 
It, ¶ ers and Plants, &c. in all which he ſatis- 
%, fied her to her Admiration; by which 
ad fhe perceived him better learned in the , ö 
a Myſteries of Nature, than ſhe expected from 
1a, one of bis Profeſſion. And to by brief, ſhe - I 
at often held - ſuch innocent Converſation 
ds with him, when at any time ſhe found 
nis him buſy in the Garden, being much 
ng delighted to here him Diſcourſe, how | 
d-Y much of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of |} 
ti - God might be learned from the Works 
It of Creation; z' for he had a peculiar Fa- 


d, re he 2 culty 


1 be enlarged, above what was: uſual to thoſe 


my m FRENCH Cnr: 
culty of Spiritualizing his Employment, 
and making his Baſineſs, ſerve, like Jacobs 


9 to carry him from Earth to Hea- Mo 
her ta re- 1 


ven. Which ſometimes cauſed 
1 fee, that this Man was ſomething. mare 
B than he appeared to ba, (in which indeed 
| ſhe was got much miſtaken) ſo that enter- 


1 taining a good Opinion of him, ſhe order- 
ed his Lodging to be changed for a better; 


and his courſe and. homely Commons to 


cf his Profeſſion and Degree. _ 

But now Antonio the Chiglaie, anos 
be had appeared like a Saint to his Maſter, 
began to ſhew himfelf a Devil to his Mi- 
ſttreſs, and too plainly ſhewed his cloven 
PFoot; for tho“ above Fifty Tears of Age, 


he had for ſome Time en luſtful 


| Deſires towards the fair and beautiful Dez- 


her Chaſtity, And tho? her: Virtue and her 


ſpotleſs Chaſtity might very well have kept 


him from purſuing his unclean Deſires, yet 


bhhe flattered himſelf with: Hopes of obtain- | 


th ing his End, by corrupting her Judgment: 


In which he found himſelf very; much mi- 
ſtaken, as the Sequel will declare. For 
the Divine Goodneſs had a farther Work 


UH _ for Deidamia; who being altogether. 


ignorant 


YZ 2 that he was now reſelved to attempt 
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ignorant of What this Wretch defined!” 
againſt her Honour, frequented her be- 
Moved Garden as ſhe ufed to de; and one 
Fvening hearing the Garderer reading in 
2 lonely Arbour, where he thought Bir- 
1 elf ſecure (for he had induſtriouſſy con- 
Fealed his being a Proteſtant from any of 
Ihe Family) her curioſity to hear him, 
made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly that he cou | 
not hear her: THe was then reading the YN 
rſt chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
from the 20th to the End of the 234 
r Verſe, viz. © For the inviſible things of 
„ him from the Creation of the World are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by thie things 
n chat are made, even his eternal Power and 
„ IGod- head; ſo that they are without Ex- 
1. cuſe; becauſe that when. they knew. God, 
they glorified him not as God, - neither 
f were thankful, but became vain in their 
r Ilmaginations, and their fooliſh Hearts 
& were darkened: profeſſing themſelves to 
t Ide wiſe they became Fools, and changed the 
- lory of the uncorruptible God, intoati Image 
: made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, 
and four footed- Beaſts, and creeping Things. 
r | Having thus far proceeded, he padſed, 
* and with Eyes lifted: up to Heaven, gave 


* | nas unto God, that he had h 4 9 


"BA 


* 
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"Hm. blameleſs from theſe Offences againſt 
his divine Majeſty, which through 15 gno- 
rance and Superſtition had over · pread 
the greateſt. Part of Europe: O Lord, 
of pt. uv he, I humbly beſeech thee, as 

I have already ſuffered ' Perſecution for 

thy: Names ſake, and for the ſike of a 
„ ſo never let me depart 
from the ways of thy Truth, to change 
thy incorruptible Glory into an Image 
made like corruptible Man:“ And when 
he had ſaid this, Tears ſtood in his Eyes, 

and his Words were ſucceeded by Sighs. 

Dieidamia, WhO had all this While at- 

tentively liſtened, found ſomething in 

her Mind, that made a ſudden uneaſy Al- 
teration, and thought to have gone away un- 
diſcover' d; but then again, her Zeal for the 

Romiſh Religion, which ſhe thought he had 

reproached, by deteſting Image-worſhip, 

conic her ſo far as ſhe reſolved to give him 
a ſharp Reprimand, leſt he perſiſting. fur- | * 
thats until diſcovered by others, might ruin In 
himſelf ; tho? her Goodneſs and gentle Na. Hot 
ture was not for working him any Injury s 

by revealing it. But never was Man more Þ 

ſurprized than Bernard when he ſaw her, 

bvVhom at that Time of Day he little ſuſ- Pein 
pected, as not being uſual; yet collect- Fur 


ing 


1 
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r iag his ſcattered Sences, he aroſe from his 
. Seat, and withal endeavoured to hide his 
11 Bible under his Coat, thinking ſhe had | 
been newly come, and might neither have 
heard him Read, nor ſeen his Bible, but 
ſhe in a frowning manner, contrary to 
the wonted ſweetneſs of her Temper, com: 
manded him to deliver it to her, that the 
Flames might conceal his Fault; and told 
him, ſhe would not for that Time, di- 
cover. his being converſant with a Book 
ſo ſtrictly nc the Church prohibited t 
the Laity; for, continued ſhe, it is e- 
t-Inough, ton we believe as the Church be. 
in Ilieves without farther Diſpute, or puz> 
I- Bling our: ſelves with thoſe Scruples and 
- INiceties, which in all Probability we 
may make a falſe” Conſtruction of, and 
wreſt even thoſe-Scri iptures that are the 
Rule of our TR, to our own. Damna- 
1 . N 
This ae Piſcburſb, ind) the Sites 
n the fair Deidamia's Countenance, did. 
80 in this Caſe ſo much daunt Bernard © 
is in another of leſs concern it might 
have done; but with ſome Aſſurance, he 
ph 'd, Ab, Madam! I little thought" of 
ww ſunpriæ d by you. at. my Dewotions, 
Fu. Sag Tam, I cannot grant what you 
ing and; raiber = may Command 2 
Ke B Body. 


Ks AT 


- 


'Y 


32 prompted her haſtily to interrupt him, 


3 centinued them tome; and an my: bein 
1 4 8 . ne; I” 25 1 
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0h to the: Flames, and as a willing 
Marel will ſooner go, than betray. tht 
aus, of: Goa, in delivering up bis holy 
Mord to be conſumed, - in which is con- 
tained all Things Neceſſary: 20 Salvation 


i: nd it world, be in me an apparent Con. 


tempt of that Saluation, fou volun 
25 or through Hear, caſt it from me. 
10 your ſaying, Madam, That the 
3 eb. bs probibiled the Laity the uſe 
- gfo#bis ſacred Bool, eſpecially in a known 
See, J readily- grant ii; but, O moji 
dDirtio us Lady, vou little know their Po- 
kg in bat, it is not that they fear or 
cue wat Miſconſtruttions Men makt 
8 it; Becauſe it is like Artows in ibi 
end oft 4 Giant, ftrong': 'againſt tbeir 


have proceeded, but the Heat of Zeal 


laying, Surely Bernard, you are:diſtraQed 
elfe, what is worſe, ca. retick : I took 


ty Cod, be bas in bis. Mey: bisher 


Woraly Intereſt, phil || diſcovering their | 
Errors graſs Idolatries.——.— He would © 


von to be wiſer, WE more reaſonable} 
when I diſcourſed with ybu the other D. 
L Truly, Madam, replied 3he, : At for 1m 
being in my right. Senſes, 1 eſs Alnight 


ö 1 
' 


Wers 
2 70 
after t 

Workhip I the God of my Fathers; believ- 

ing all things which are written in che Laws 


ſching, But this I'confeſs unto thee, 
Way which" they call Hereſie, tv 


and the Prophets.“ Upon this Deidamia, 
who by Naturewas all goodnels, gentleneſs, 
and affableneſs, began to moderate her an- 
41 ger, and to conſider a little what he * ſaid; 

yet her Zeal for the Religion ſhe 
fed, made her mildly rebuke him, 180 lay 
before him the Danger he was in, if 


be Cautious and Wiſe in what he did; 
though, for her Part, he need not fear 
but ſne would lock up What ſhe had diſcy- 
vered, in her Breaft, and it ſhould paſs no 
farther; and ſo departing, left him in ſont 
Confuſion. wy 

Dadamio retiting to dl Chamber, be- 
gan to conſider what 
membered ſhe had often wept in 


"ties the Roman Catbolicks uſed towards 
the Hugonots or Proteſtants in France; and 


diſapproving of their perſecuting Spirit, 
as not of God; 


Abe PRE N Archo 19 
for. me; w he was act Before | 


his Opinion was diſcovered ; bidding him 


paſſed, and re- 


ü r 
tender Years, when ſhe heard the CAS, : 


whoſe chiefeſt Attribute 1 So 
„Mercy, tender Compaſ ron, and Forgiveneſs; ® 
ho, on the contrary, ſhe found thoſe. i 
Em who made Religion fo much dier Ben 


* « :\ ff 
* _ - 
Nr. ' 
r oY 
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ſo very Cruel, that far from the Inſtance 
of our Savieurs reſuſing to call for Fite 
| from Heaven to conſume thoſe that had 
1njuriouſly and-diſpitefully ,uſed | him, they 
made their very Worſhip and Devotions 
A. Snare, to bring thoſe under their crue! 
0 Handlings, who had in no wiſe offendedi 
them, but in being ſeparated. from them, I m. 
and moving according to the Dictates of p, 
= 1 Conſcience. She had likewiſe ob · ¶ pr 
ſſerved the Harmleſſneſs and inoffenſive ſer 
| -Manner of Living in the Perſecuted, and De 
_often ſhew'd ſome Diſlike of the Looſ. 

5 neſs and Unchriſtian Practices of the Per- Ga 
ſecutors; ſo. that altho' ſhe had a good an- 
Opinion of the Romiſo Religion, as baked and 

cen. brought up in it from her Infancy,ſſ,.; 

yet had ſhe not ſo of many of the Pro- ha 
feſſors of it, who apparently derogated ref 
from the Ways of Virtue, and ſeemed toll fec 
encourage ee tha 

' This wrought ſome labourings in her der 

Mind, through the gracious Operation oſſ int. 
the Holy Spirit; and in her Night- Sk. 

Thoughts more, ſeriouſly reflecting on fro 

many Things, and particularly on theſand 

Gardner's, Expreſſion out of St. Pauli Far 

Words to Felix the Goyernor, inferring her 

from thence, That it muſt be the Sn ſpre 

rity of the Heart towards / 10 God, 


Ss 


her 
ol 
ht. 
on 
the 


218 


Hofe 


than 


than the Shew or outward, Name, or Pro- 


mentals of his Religion; which by the 
Popiſh Prieſts, as well in their Pulpits, as 
private Converſation, had been repre- 


Deteſteg. 
The Morning no ſooner ſumma: 'd the 


and perform his ufual Task in Watering 


having performed her Oriſon, and then 


fection, took an Opportunity between 


that and Dinner-time to enter the Gar- 


den privately, at a Door that opened 


into it, from her Apartment; and to 
Skreen the better what 'ſhe intended, 


from prying Eyes, tock divers turns 


and gathered Poſies and Flowers, and then 
Fanning herſelf, as if the Head offended. 


inf her, paſſing many winding Alleys, over- 
le- 


ſpread with Pom Shades, ſhe came 


— * rr * 
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feſſion of any Religion that renders the 
Perſon acceptable in his Sight. In the 
midſt of theſe Cogitations and Debates 

within herſelf, ſhe found ſomething (as 
*twere by an over- ruling Power) ſtrong- 
ly move her to a Deſire of farther Con- 
verſing with Bernard, about the Funda- 


ſented ſo Odious, Damnable and to be 


Gardner to viſit his Flowers and Plants, 


and Ordering them; but Deidamia, who bad 
taken little reſt that Night, aroſe; and 


refreſhing herſelf with a moderate Re- 


* 7 
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10 che beforet mentioned Arbour, and 
again ſurprized the'Gardiner' in his on 


ditations: The Mah was not ünder 


Conſterna tion at her coming, but ring 


and bowing low, would have departed' out 
of good Manfére, to give her the ſole 


ing, She had conſidered of his former diſ- 
courſe, and had made it her Buſineſs to 


yet he had done. 
His Modeſty,” and his humble Thought 
he conceiv'd of himſelf, wou'd ſcarce give 


his Religion was fixed. 


the Old and New Teſtament, which were 
written by Men inſpired by the holy 


bour to conform to live up to. 


Freedom of that pleaſant Bower; but ſhe 
laid ber Commands on him to ſtay, ſay- 


find him our, that he might give her ſome. 
better Reaſon for the Opinion, he held een 


him Leave to fit down, though the often 
commanded him fo to do; but at laſt he 

complycd, and then ſhe asked him, Upon 
What ground and foundation the Baſis of 


Gard. It is founded on the Seriptutes of 


- Ghoſt, and given for our Inſtruction and 
Learning; it is only the Word of God 
that can warrant the Truth of any Pro- 
feſſion in Religious Matters; aud that we 
Proteſtants (th rough God's Aſſiſtance) tho 


, Deidamia, | 


deal plainly with you in this Point? 


Spirit, which is Xu word 4 
and many others that I might mention, which 
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Deidama. Ay, but you may be nit 
in the miſinterpreting the Scriptures, antt 
fall into groſs Hereèſies, as our Church 
charges you; and therefore has ſtrictly for: 
bid the Laity of our Communion to med» 
dle with them, leſt, like Weapons put into 
the Hands of Idiots, or Madmen, bay! in- 
jure themſelves and others thereby. - 
Gard. Ah! Lady, ſhall I be free, wa 
Deid. Withall my Heare, let we hear 
what you can ſay in Anſwer to it! ps 
Gard. Ali Scriptures are given for our 


Learning, God is willing we ſhould know | 


his revealed Will, that we may be the 


better enabled to perfor mn it. St. Pau 9 


commends the Bereans, and F them 
Noble, becauſe they ſearched the Scrip- 
tures, to fee whether the Things they 
heard were ſo or no; and we have mar 
ny Commands for this; as, Seek yea the- 
Book of the Lord and Read, Haiah 34. 16. 
They were more Noble, in that ey ſearch 


ed the Scriptures daily, 44s 17.1 "I et the: 
Word of God dwell richly in 5 Ce. 3. 


16. From a Child thou haſt known the Scrip- 
tures, 2 Tim. 3. 15, Take the Sword of the 
| God, Epb. 6. 17. 


are to be found in the e! and 


BA 


this 


® 

7 
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this not commanded to Some, but to All 
that ſeek Salvation. ; 
Died. © Certainly if our Church had ten 


this fir, they would not have denied it;' but 


being dangerous to e it nen to be 


5 reſtrained, 5 


Gard. It is indeed dangerous to break 
God's Commandwments, and to teach Men 
ſo to do, and to make the Word of God 


of none Effect by Human Tradition. We 
| Know the Woes Chrif pronounced againſt 
YH the Phariſees for theſe Things. 


Deid. Why, who are ouilty of this ? The 


Church of Rome, the Holy Catholick Church 


as it has in many Ages been ſtiled, is n 


3 unſpotted of ſuch Crimes.“ 


Gard. I wiſh 1 could fay it was not, 


but it deeply 1s guilty, as in many other 


4 


Particulars, ſo moſt eminently in this, 
That it profeſſes no Man is obliged to re- 
ceive the Scriptures as the Word of God, 
or to believe any of it, but from the Teſti- 


mony of your Church; and to awe Men 


to ſuch a Belief, Threats of Damnation 
are uſed, as well as the Magiſtrates 
Swords, and cruel Torments by Inquiſi- 


tions; and, indeed, it is not done without 
| Ground: This is done to hinder prying. 


into. their groſs Idolatries, Errors, and 


Super- 


80 


al 
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Superſtition, derogatory to the Scripturess || . 
and expreſs Command of God. N 
Deid. Sure you are beſides your ſelf: Nor 
can you prove this; but being fallen ftom 
the Church, do this only in Prejudice and ' 

Spight, to lay a Stain upon its Virgin Inno- 
dende 
Card. No, it is apparent frown the 
Word of God, and even from Reaſon it I 
ſelf, in thoſe that will conſider, and are not - if 
blinded with Ignorance, which your Church 
in her Senſe truly ſtiles the Mother of Dam- 
e alion. 
n Deid. Can any ſuch Thing be in a 
y Church that is infallible? And to prove that 
fit is fo, it is ſaid to be built upon St. Peter; 
t, Ihe is the Rock ſpoken of, and this Rock 
er (doth, together with St. Peter, include his 
s, Succeſſors, and the Church built on this 
Rock (is united to, and built upon the Pope] 
4, Iis infallible; for it is ſaid,“ The Gates of Hell | 
i. Hall not prevail againſt it. . 
n | Gard, Pardon me, Lady, if 1 ſay, There 
n lis no Agreement among the Church-men | 
es about this infallible Judge ; fome will 
f. Fave it the Pope, ſome a General Council. : 
ut fand others both; none 1 FO Writers 
8 have. yet concluded on However, 
id Icheſe Words are perverted ; 1 it is more 
to probable, that not St. Peter's Perſan, but his 
oe 15 B 5 Doctrine 


c . e 
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Doctrine or Confaſi en concerning Chriſt, is 
| the Rock upon which the Church is built. 


EF Scripture is the beſt interpreter : it is not 
Peter but Chriſt, is the Foundation of the 


1 Church, as here in my Bible you may ſee, 


by the 28th Chapter and 16th Verſe of 


Ilaiab, Compared with 1. Pez. 2. 6, 7, 8. 
Which you may pleaſe to Read, [which 
| fhe did.] It is moreover expreſly ſaid, - 


1 Cor. 3. 11. Other Foundation can no Man 


lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this is the more conſiderable becauſe : 
| he ſpeaks againſt. thoſe that made the 
4 Apoſtles to be the Foundations, ſaying, I am 


of Paul, another of Apollos, or Cepbas; 
andi if this is ſpoke of Peter, no more is 
ſaid of him here, than is ſpoke of all the 


1 Prophets and Apoſtles, Epbeſ. 2. 20. Ye 


are built upon the Foundation of the Apo: 
ſtles and Prophets. 

Deid. Well, I am not work learned in 
this Myſtery ; but, pray, What as Euro- 
neous can you aſſign in our Worſhip, or any 
other Thing the Church holds 8 is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary? 


Gard. The paying Divide Adoration to 
Angels and Saints, expreſly contrary to God's 
Commands, and derogatory to his Honour, 

who alone ought to be worſhipped in Hea- 
ven a Earth ; z and to worlhip any other, 


either 
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either Saint or Ani or any Creature is 
idolatry, and a Breach of the Second Com. 1 
mandment. 
Deid. Nay, not too haſtily, we 4s not. 
worſhip the Angels and Saints as God, 9 
the higheſt Worſhip, which is only proper 
to God; but with an inferior Kind of R- 
I ligious Worſhip, that they may Prevent our PV 
| Supplications to him. | 
J Gard. There is no interceſſion or Medi. 
„ ator but Chriſt Jeſus who is appointed ta 
> i perform that Office; if any Man want Wil- 
e dom, let him ask of God, James 1. 3. Nei- 
ther of Saints nor Ang ts Come to me, 
. WW faith our Saviour, and f will in no wiſe coef 
is | you out. This free invitation ſhews us, he' 
e alone was to receive our Petitions, and pre- 
( | ſent them to his Father. There is alſo 
-I Image-worſhip brought cunningly by Prieſts 
to ftain Worldly Advantage; and pretend- by 
in Jed Miracles, to draw che ignorant to pay _ 
o- their Devotion more at one place than at 
iy another, impoſing on the ignorant for La- 
e- cre ſake. I could ſay much more, but I 
fear to offend you. 
to Deid. No, you do not : But 1 us come 
js. nearer to the main Controvetſie. What think 
i you of Tranſubſtantiation? Is not Chri/7 cor- 
0. . preſent x in the Sacrament? 
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888 = It is a Mis repreſentation of our Ia 
B 7 zviour's Words ; for i he had fo meant, P. 
28 the Church of Rome holds it, when he di 
broke the Bread, he muſt have held him- m. 
” elf in his own Hands, and eat himſelf, 
et ſtill ſic whole and entire at the Table 3 Win, 
bis whole Body muſt be in the Mouth er 
of every Communricant at once, and that NV 
Body in Millions of Places at one Time, ¶ th. 
broken and unbroken, and be ſubject to an 
Putrefaction; and therefore the Words, vc 
F This is my Body, doth e intend, This N di. 
| doth ſigniſy my Bid : And upon the fame V 
4 Account our Saviour is called a Door, a ab 
Rock, a Vine; yet none can be ſo void of | 
= Underſtanding, to believe he was turned St 
into any of theſe. And therefore, when Pr 
be braake the Bread, and gave the Cup, 
| he did. it only, that when Chriſtian Con- Nis 
| gregations were met on folemn Occaſions IR 
to celebrate his Worſhip, they ſhould Fin 
do it in Remembrance of him, 'till his Bl dc 
coming in Glory at the laſt Day, as the th 
immediate Words explain, and it is ab- be 
ſurd to believe, that che Prizf*s uttering M 
a few Words over a Wafer, can make 12 
it a God, or that Body offered on che he 
es 1 
Did. Youamaze me: But pray „What to 
30 you hold about hs ae 18 there ne 2 
| „ 
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diately to Heaven, and byMaſſes and Prager 
may be releaſed ſooner or later?“ 
Gard. It is a Tradition Jools brought: 
in, and with it hath brought much in- 
creaſe of Wealth to the Church. The 
Word of God allows only Heaven for _ 
thoſe who ſhall be made Veſſels of Mercy; 


and Hell for thoſe whoſe Sins have pro- 


voked him to caſt them down to thoſe. 
diſmal ' Regions of Sorrow, and eternal 


able. 


Deid. Theſe Notions are as new as 


Strange to me, have you any authentick 
Proof of this? * 

Card. Yes, The W en Word of* God 
is ſacred Proof beyond all Denial; The 
Rich Man in Hell lifted up his Eyes being 


in Torment, Luke, 16. 23. They ſhall fit i 


down with Abraham, Tjaac, and Fateh, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but the other ſhall 
be caſt into utter Darkneſs, where ſhall be 
i and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Mat, 28. 

He that believeth ſhall be ſaved; and 


0 he that believeth not ſhall be damned, Mar. 


26. 16. Here is no ſuch thing as a Purga- 


at tory to be found; it is only the Blood of 
5 On that pargeth us from our Sins; 


and 


— 


The FR EN c 1 ert, N 
a Place, where Souls are to enduvs] e wr | | 
Purgations after Death, that go not imme-⸗ | 


Woe : No Prayers after Death e ang "I | 


R 
30 Th FRENCH Convert. 
and from all Uncleanneſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, to preſent our Souls Blameleſs and ch. 
S Unſpotted to his Father: By this I un- pa 
d̃erſtand thoſe that die in the Lord, need Ip, 
not our Prayers, and thoſe that die in their pr: 
Sins no Prayers can avail them; for in the II 
Grave there is no Repentance; As the 
Tree falls, fo it muſt lie, whether it falls 
towards the North, or towards the South, 
where it falls there it mult lie.“ There is 
only two Extreams, North and South, no 
middle Way, or Purgatory for it to fall in. 
And Death leaves us, ſo Judgment will aſ- 
5 furedly find us, 
| _ He would have proceeded, but ſhe ſtopt 
him, faying, Pray how Jong. have you 
been of this Opinion? 

* Gard. Ever ſince God was pleaſed to 
enlighten me with his Grace, to be atten- || of 
tive to his oy Word, and to be guided it 


by it. P, 
Deid. Was you ever then of the Church an 
of Rome? pet 


Gard. In my younger Years 1 was, but its 
through Mercy, being made ſenſible by 
the Scriptures of the Corruptions and || th 
Errors of that Church, by the Aſſiſtance I {a 
of worthy Divines, I hope with St. Paul, | ©, 
nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate me from I ſo 
the Love of God, which is in Chriſ Je- bal 
I : — WT : 


| 
l 
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16. I will not offend your Ladyſhip's 
chaſt Ears with the Hiſtory of the De- 
baucheries and wicked Lives of divers 
Popes, and moſt of the Clergy; but will 

pray Heaven to defend you from either 
Luſt or Revenge. And ſince I have by a 
free Confeſſion put my Lite in your Hands 


[ HORNY ſubmit it to your Goognets, 
to. 


Here again ſhe interrupted þim, and de- 
maler? * Why the Religion he profeſs'd 


vas called the Proteſtant Kellgion F 
To which be replied, as for being ſo call d vl 


it is to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Ro- 
miſh ; it came from ſeveral Princes and 
Cities in Germany, who upon the Preach- 
ings of good Men, and their examplary 
Lives, proteſted againſt the U ſurpations 
of the Remiſh Church and its Errors. That 
it was no new Doctrine, but the Truth of 
Primitive Chriſtianity, confeſſed, aſſerted, 
and purged from the Corruptions of. Po- 
pery, taking the revealed ww of God for g 
its Guide. 

At this Deidamia pauſed. a while's ; and 
then taking his Bible, looked over the 
facred Proofs he had turned down in 
Order; and her Colour went and came 


ſo, that hò eaſily perceived her Mind was E 
abouring under ſome Difficulties, and WM 


10 


1 ſome Choice Flowers, baniſh'd all Fear in 


32 We FRENCH Convert. 
ſo giving it him again, ſhe' went away with- 
out ſpeaking one Word. 


N This ſomewhat perplexed the Gardner, 
aʒas fearing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what 


1 he had ſaid ; but her ſending for him 
S privately to her Chamber the next Morn- 


under the Notion of bringing her 


ing, 
him; when they two being only left toge- 
ther, ſhe” gently led him into the Cloſet, 
and fhutting the Door, to be more pri- 
vate, ſaid, Barnard, (fetching a deep Sigh) 
| your. Yeſterday's Diſcourſe has much 
broken my laſt Night's Reſt, I have been 
|" meditating on it, and I find abundance of 
Reaſon in what you ſay; you have as 
St. Paul ſaid in another Caſe, almoſt per- 


i ſwaded me to be of your Perſwaſion I wiſh 


to God, moſt virtuous Lady, replyed he, I 


might be an humble Inſtrument in God's 


Hand, to do any Thing that may redound 


to his Glory, 124 the Good and Welfare 


of your precious and immortal Soul, 
without hazarding your temporal Quiet 


and Peace, or expoſing you to any Dan- 
ger; tho' for a Crown of Life and Immor- 
tality: All Earthly Things are to be gdel- 
piſed; and the holy Apoſtle accounts all 
this World's Good, Vi as Droſs and Dung, 5 
in e of enjoying Chriſt Jeſus. * 
CRIT « ald 
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- rid ſhe, this is my Aim, and if God en- 
Able me with his aſſiſting Grace, I hope, 
„ Echrough his Mercy, to attain it. I have 
At Fndeed, continued ſhe, to my great Grief, 
n Kobſerved the Looſe! and profane Manner 


pf Living of thoſe that profeſs our Reli- 


gion; alledging, That a Confeſſion, with 


n Abſolution, and ſome other Works, will 


purge them from their Sins, and gain 
them that Bleſſedneſs in the End, which 
could never heartily believe they would 
) obtain by them: And fince J have more 
h ierisuſly conſidered God's Word, expreſly_ 


n Ito the contrary, I cannot believe that 


e Ray thing but ſincere and unfeigned Re- 
is Ipentance in the Courſe of an unſpotted 
Life can purchaſe, (through the Merits 
h ff my Saviour) thoſe endleſs Glories and 
I Ftranſcendant Bleſſings that God hath pro- 
miſed to poor Mortals. —— She would 
d Ihave proceeded, but the falling Tears 
e ſſtopt her Utterance, and Bernard had an 
, inward Rejoycing to ſee her brought to 
tf Ithis paſs; whereupon he comforted her 
wich good Advice, and the Cordials of 
- God's Mercies and | Promiſes. In brief, 
- ſhe had made her ſenſible of the Errors 
he had been brought up in, and then 
fopened, from Point to Point, the Cheat 
l Jof pretended Miracles, and Relicks, the 
OE” | SOUR 
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pong on People with Pardon and In- 
dulgence to get Money, the Whoredoms, 


" * 25 # © 
7 , F - 
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Murders, and Inceſts of many Popes, Car: 
_ dinals, and Prelates of the Romiſh Church; 
cheir unreaſonableneſs in Prohibiting Prieſts 
Marriage, which is immediately one 
ed r God, and the allewing them 
Canons and Decrees the Embraces of 
Concubines, or to commit Adulttey, ex- 
preſly contrary to the Command of the 
 Almighty;: for as much as he has expreſſy 
fſaid, Theſe that do theſe Things ſhall 
not inherit Eternal Life. He would have 
| proceeded, but hearing the Sound of Feet 
coming up Stares, ſhe chaſtenecl him down 
à back way, with ſo much Precipitation, 


that he left his Bible behind him, which 


ſhe luckily Ys locked up; in a oP 
tore. ft 053; 
I have told yo befor, That. Father 


3 Ae the Prieſt, forgetting his Functi- 


on, Duty, and Diſtance, gave way to his 
umuly and lawleſs Paſſion, and was then 
blundering up Stairs to find her in private, 
having almoſt, fluſtered himſelf with 
Wine on purpoſe either to be more con- 


fident in his wicked Deſign, to tell her 
the Story of his nauſeous Love, or ra- 


ther Luſt; or, that if being reproved, 


be might have. ſome gender Excuſe: ” Uo n 
4 | 8 | 


E | 


De PR ENCH ee, 


. e. their Drunkenneſs 3,/and ſo ſurpriſing. 
however he came, chat putting his Noſe 
over the Upper-ſtep; Juſt as the Gardener 
poſted out at the Private Door, he had a 


Glimple of the Bick*parts of his Garments, ; 


as it afterwards appeared; but at that 
Time took ho Notice of any ſuch Thing. 
Deidamia ſeeing Antoitio coming towards 


her in a bery pleaſant Humour, demanded 


with a modeſt Decency, what Occaſion 


brought him thither to diſturb her Re- 
treten? , 


Ah (lid iche ſpodent Prieſt, wha! 


could not long keep down his boiling. 
Paſſion) * Your too fair Eyes, ſweet Lady, 
like Load-ſtones have drawn me to Lou; 
that beautious tempting Face of Yours bas 


made me forget my ſelf, with my Duty e 


my Lord, and the Truſt he repoſed in me.“ 


Why certainly, ſaid Deidamia (calling in Mm | 
IPatience to bridle in her Paſſion) you. are. 
——— What 


beſide your ſelf Antonio. 
mean you by this Kind of Diſcourſe ? If 


41 am beſides my ſelf (replied he almoſt 5 
lerying) Your fair ſelf is the Cauſe of it, 
, I whoſe Beauty, like Arrows, have wounded. 
1 Wal Meare, and ſickened my Brain; ; IwiſhI 


had 


. 4, | 6 \ 


1 

his impertinency, apd lay! (as roo many 
do) the Blame of theit Folly on that which | 
18 rather an Aggravation of their Crime, 
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had never ſeen. ſuch an Amiableneſs in Wo. 


5 mankind but ſince I have, been ſo unfortu- 
nate as to be your fetter'd Captive, take 


ſome Compaſfion on me and eaſe my Suf. 
ferings.“ What Sufferings? Replied. Deida- 


1 mi a, frowning,, Or what can be the Senle of 
al 


for another Man; 


this looſe ſtuff? Why then, replied. he, 
© To be ſerious in plain Terms, I love you, 
and that ſo paſſionately, that unleſs you 
condeſcend to make me ſuitable Returns, 
T ſhall have no Peace nor Quiet; but muſt 


be miſerable and wretched eternally,” Then 


ſaid ſhe, be you ſo : What have you ſeen 


of any loole misbecomming Behaviour 


in me, that you ſhould dare to ſpeak 
thus. to me? This, like a Thunder-bolt, 
{truck him Mute; when ſmoothing her 


| Brows, and growing a lictle Calmer, ſhe 


ſaid, come, come, Antonio, I took yau 


you profeſs. Sanctity, 
and admoniſh others 5 lead a holy, Life; 


is this Pretenſion than real, or is it only 
feigned, 
Caid he, holding up both his Hands, it is 
real and I cannot help il. 
would you commit ſo great a Wicked- 
| your ſelf 
guilty of a Crime ſo heinous ? Ah! Lady 
_ replied he, if that be all, I can abſolve you 
by the Power given me by the See of Rome; 


to try my Virtue? 4 proteft, 


Why, ſaid ſhe, 


neſs if you might, and make 


. conſent 


i e let mne en oY 6k, 
e ſhall be always eaſy 1'l} get a diſpenſation 
for your Marriage Vos from the Pope, with 


pardon, indulgences, or any thing, for Sinns 


paſt, and thoſe that are to come: Nay i' do 
any Thing, 
pleaſure 

This infolence ſo much diſpleaſed the 


virtuous Lady, that ſhe could hear no 


more, nor bear it any longer; but com- 
manded him out of her Preſence: Vet 
could not be rid of him, till ſhe threatned 


to call up the reſt of her Servants, Where- 


upon he went muttering away; and for 
two Days after, as much as poſſible he 


could, he ſhunned coming into her Pre- 
pleaſed her; for ſhe 
could not behold him but with Honor and 


ſence; which much 


Deteſtation. F\ 


This Attempt however, in one Sent, 
(through the over-ruling Providence and : 


Goodneis of God, who is wonderful in 

Counſel, and excellent in Working, ad 
can' male the ' greateſt Wickedneſs of his 
Creatures, ſerve the Pur 
Glory) worked to her Advantage 


ner had told her, 
debauched Lives of the Romiſh' Clergy, 
aro this . mu lad not ſcrup- 
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your! r Pe ance 


ſo I do not fall under your.dif- WW 
Let me alone for the Reſt, and— |} f 


* ” 
: : Be) |; 
K . e — > *. 2 2 = 4 ' 
. ]˙ w tus Sera 


poſe of his own 


; for 
ſhe Ixlieved- now all true which the Gar- 


about the wicked 


led 


n 


e 
— »o- 
. 
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led to prefer the Pape's Pardon for no le 
than Adult y, and that before it wa 
committed; by which Means or Encou 
 ragement,. ſhe plainly ſaw it muſtconſe. 
| quently be - that they frequently temptei 
eaſy. and ignorant; Peeple to the Commif © : 
ſion of many Sins: Therefore ſhe reſol vid Vat 
to leave theſe Blind Guides, and take the tat 
Word of Gd for her Leader and Inſtructonl e 
_forbearing to come to Confeſſion, or heal 
Maſs, ſometimes upon Pretence of Indiſ. Jo 
poßition, and at other Times purpoſeh 
by going Abroad; at the uſual Times a 
either and holding ſome other Chnferrs , 
ces with the Gardner, which (as to Particu. 
Aan. for Brevity's fake 1 muſt of NE 
Pa {s over. Ea G 
She found in her ſelf a 75 Averfin 90 
to the Religion ſne had been brought uf 4 
inz and having procured a Bible in the 
| French Tongue, took ſuch Delight in Read yl 
ing it, that when ever . ſhe had Time te 
Retire, it was not out of her Hand; yet 
ſhe kept this as ſecret as poſſible. and: not 
being ready at it her fel. got- the: Gar: 
.dener to turn her down uch Proofs, : as 
ed the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt Abel 
 rors of Popery, and where the abomina tions 
of the myſtical Babylon was pointed at: Thi 
he Joytully did, and gate: Praiſe. to 40 
l 


Hel 


2 Work; tho' he was not ignorant 
Idiſcover'd. She likewiſe laid aſide = 
Beads and Cruciſix, converſed ne m 

thel tations and Fears at the Beginning, yet 


Satan's Wiles, and Goin abundance ' of 
Joy and Comfort enlightning her Soul, 


into Raptures of praiſes and Thankſgiv- 


u ftrange and unexpeRted Means) vrooght 
n her Soul. y rt HEELT 10-55 


dae held their private | Correſ 


the God, and incouraging and exhorting 
each other to preſeverance and Stedfaſt- 


py equally burning with Luſtful Deſire to 
ao enjoy the tender beauties, of the Fair 
Deidamia, were plotting and contriving 


brought about, (the?! each . . by him 


rieſt (as you have already heard) had 


I 
Fi 2 | been 
* * ] 
v z 


DL id uns hable to pay for it, if it were 


with Roſaries or the Legends of rae 50 : 
Saints; and tho? ſhe Sand ſome Temp- 


o that ſhe could not forbear breaking out 


ing, for the wonderful Change, (by ſo 


| dence, in diſcourfing 'of the Things of 


5 r 

, * 
7 
0 L . 


neſs in Trath, Antonio and Fronovius, 


how their lawleſs: Deſigns might beſt! be 


on elf, for as yet they were ignorant of 
each others Paſſion!) The villainous 


ue FEREN GH 39 | 
= who had made him inſtrumental in ſo 


frequently praying to God; ſhe overcame | | 


Whilſt chis virtuous Lady and the ; 1 
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10 The FRENCH Convert. 
been tepulſed with indignation by the 
chaſte Lady, which inwardly tormented 
him, and brought him almoſt to his Witz 
End; but the other, ( Fronovids:) had 
I made no Tryal of her Virtues, and wait. 
ed a favourable opportunity to do it; and 
therefore he thinks, meditates, ant: caſts 
many Things in his Mind, till at laſt, his 
Paſſion emboldened him, he was reſolv- 
ed to break the ice with a Letter; and 
if ſhe took no Notice of that; to ſecond 
it with a perſonal Addreſs: But how 
he ſhould do this with Privacy and 
Safety, he was at a Stand for a Time; 
for he fear*d to truſt any Body to deliyer 
it, leſt his Criminal Love ſhould take Air; 
and to deliver it himſelf, would look 
too daſtardly, as if he. was not capable, 
or at leaſt, dort not ſpeak for himſelt; 


however, in a little: DR he met with a 


fit Opportunity for Deidamia acciden- 
ctally dropping 155 Handkerchief, as ſhe 
paſſed through à large Gallery that led 
ed her Apartment, he carefully took it 
up, and folding up his Letter in it, Which 
. bad ready ſealed by him, he Save it to 


her Gentlewoman to give it to. ber g"#s 


Lady, telling her he found. it in the Long 
Gallery. The Gentlewoman knowing the! 
en to be her Lady's; imme 

C 3 3 dite 
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q liately carried it to her, WhO Rev 1 WW | 
rx ſit from her, without knowing any thing 
af a Letter being in it; and afterwards 

t. accidentally taking the Handkerchief out 
daf her Pocket, the Letter drop'd out upon 
the Ground, which ſhe taking up, and 
ns looking upon the Superſcription, was ex? 
v. Itreamly ſurprized to find it directed to 
na herſelf; and haſtily opening it, was much 
ng more fo to find the contents chereby e as fol- 
* Verte W 5 


e; e me, moſt lovely Deidamia, if your 
ret Beauty makes me forget the Station I 


ir; En in, and imboldens me ts own a Paſſion TI 
ok Lave labour'd in vain io hide. To be brief, 
le, Near Lady, I am ſo captivated by your Charms 
It; End fingular Perfeckions, that I am confiraind 
al /, I love you infinitely above all mortal 
a: Creatures; and ſince it appears to me unrea- 

e Henable, that any one Man ſhouts monopolize 
ka 0 ineftimable à Treaſure, give me leave to 
ir pope, and don't ſuffer me to languiſb and die, 
ich % render the Balm of your Rindneſs te cure 
coe Wounds which your bright Eyes have 
bet Race in Jour otherwiſe wretched Suk, 


og. 
the . 5 Fade 
ame C The 
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3 Reading of this Letter filled he 


EF Sith Bluſhes, Anger and Amazement, 


pf the Author of i it, and at firſt was re. 


| Thoughts, ſhe laid it up in her Cloſet, 


A 
© at the unparalelled Boldneſs and Villany, " 


_ folved to commit it to the Flames, or le 
38 to tear it in Pieces, but upon ſeconc an 
an 


where ſhe vexed and fretted her ſelf, that 

ſhe was thus left among ſuch ungratefulſſ P. 
Wretches, that dared fo much to ſuſped '? 
ber Virtues, and meaſure them by their ſe 
own wicked and filthy inclinatiohs, as to Wi 
preſume ſhe would defile her Marriage. ©* 
Bed; being more grieved for this Diſco- ſt 
very than the former; for ſhe knew thun 
Prieſt had ſomething of the Libertine inf n 


i 4 him, but this Maa ſhe had held to be ho- L 
neſt and virtuouſly inclin'd till now; andſ m 


. 7 . g 
= I * . 


to him ſhe thought to have dilcoveredf| ot 
Antonio's Folly, if he perſiſted in it; that ** 
by Shame and Reproofs he might have] m 
reclaimed him. But now. ſhe ſcarc ſo 
knew who to truſt; and could not: there U 
fore but tremble at the Apprehenſions 0. di 
ſome Violence that might be offered he * 
from thoſe Luſtful Miſcreants, whole e 
Sight now very much diſpleaſed her << 
She thought once or twice of diſplacing Be 
chem; but found their Authority in thy." 
Family Was ſo great, that in her Lordi e 
Aw 
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Abſence ſhe could not do it: Whereupon 


and Protector. 


in her Countenance, ue US cis he came 


ceived the Gardener often to go in and 


carried her Fruits and Flowers, yet his 
Frentick Paſſion ad Jralouty- wade him. 


ae out very chearful, as highly- pleaſed 
+4 and contented ; and that tho? he only 


ſhe fell on her Knees to emplore God's 
Mercy and Protection, commending her ä 
ſelf. wholly to his Care and Providence, | 
and begging of Him to be her Guardian = 


into her Preſence, that ſhe had read his 
Letter, and how ſhe reſented it; which 
made him ſtruggle to overcome his Paſſi- 
on, but in vain; for like Oil throwa _ 
on Fire, the Oppoſition his lewd Deſires 
met with, made him burn the fiercer; © 
ſo that he reſolved to find an Opportu- 
nity to throw himſclf at her Feet, and 
diſcover, his Paſſion to her by Word of 
Mouth and whilſt ke waited for a con- 
venient Time and Place to do it, he per- 


he F R El N C H Comert,. 3 * a} 


Tho' Deidamia's Mind on hola fur- = 
prizing Attemps of her Honour, was ⁵ 
variouſly toſſed, till at laſt ſhe came to a 
ſettled Reſolution prudently to conceal. 4 
what had paſſed, at leaſt till her Lord. 
came Home, for fear of Scandal and Di- 
ſturbance: Yet Fronovius might well read 
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TE Be jeve there. was ſomething more in it. 
nonio the Prieſt, had alſo” obſerved: the 


like, and had much the ſame Sentiments, 
Which emboldened them the more to 


Peri it in their wicked and unclean De- 
fires, and to continue to perſecute the 
chaſte Lady with their deteſted Proffers 
of lawleſs Love, concluding, that if one 
ok ſo low a Rank could be in Favour, 
they in time could not miſs of obtaining 
what they ſought; and fo blended with 
Paſſion, and purſuing what they aimed 
at, (though, as habe been ſaid, unknown 
to each other) they kept a watchful Eye 
over the Actions of Deidamia; 1 
Mind was taken up in contemplating 
the Divice Perfections of him, who is 
fairer than the Children of Men, being 
every Day more confirmed in the Truth 
of her Religion, bleſſing and praiſing 
God, that by 10 wonderful and unex- 
pected a means had brought her out of 
Darkneſs and Errors, into the marvellous 
Light of his Truth, and engaged her 


Heart to embrace and entertain it a-l 


bove her chief Joy; partly looking on 
the Trouble ſhe had from Antonio and 


Fronovius, thoſe Brethren in Iniquity, as 


Temptations or Tryals to confirm her the 
more, by overcoming them, in the 


Docttine 


oe FRENCH Cover 


Doctrine ſhe had ſo lately embricke 7 "Mp d I | 
which ſhe firmly ſeſolved to perſebee | 


againſt all Temptations whatever. 


But whillt theſe things paſſed, Fate I | 


had received no other Anſwer to his e. 


ter, but Deidamia's angry and much chang- | 
ed Countenance towards him, which he 


would not take for an abſolute Repulſe, and 
therefore was reſolved to have her poſitive 
Anſwer. To obtain which, as Deidamia 


was one Morning leaning upon the Win- 
dow in her Chamber, and looking into the 


Garden, he ſtole ſoftly up Stairs, and was 


got into her Chamber jult behind her be- 
tore ſhe heard him, when ſuddenly turning 
about, and ſeeing him in a dejected Poſture, 


the was very much ſurprized, and trembled 
at the Sight, whilſt he by many Words 


endeavoured to ſhew the Greatneſs of his 
but having ſomewhat recolle&ed 
her Spirits, ſne with an angry Countenance 


Paſſion; 


ſpake to him thus: * Why, how now, 
Fronovins? What Buſine!s 


- 


* 


unawares? This is ſuch an Affront, 
Piece of Impud-nce, 


A 


' of my Houſhold 3 and yet the filthy 


A* 


* Minal than your coming, What have you 
G25, ever 


have you 
here, thus to fteal into my Chamber 


and Rudeneſs, as 
better becomes 1 Thief than the Steward 


e that you come on, is far more Cri- 
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erer ſeen of Lightneſs in my Carriage that 


ſhould make you thus Audacious, or give 
you the leaſt Hope to ſucceed in your Un- 


 Jawful and wicked Deſires? I command you 

do be gone: And know, that if you per- 

fiſt in your, impudence and Folly, I will 
FLA 


E ſpeedily rakes Methods, that ſhall iſſue 

in your deſerved Shame and Confuſion.?“ 
He would have replied, but ſhe forth- 
with went out of her Chamber, and would 
not hear him. 


This abſolute Denial and been Re- 
primand; filled Fronoxius full of Confu- 
lion, and almoſt made him hopeleſs; 
but after ſome Recollection he ſtrong · 
ly farcied, that the Oppoſition he met 


With proceeded not from the Lady's 
VPirtue, but from the greater 1ac:ination 
ſhe had to ſome Rival, who enjoy*d thoſe 
Favours which he had been purſuing ; 
and he ſuppoſed the Gardiner to be the 
Man, becauſe he had received ſome par- 
ticular Marks of her Favours fince the 
Departure of the Count Alanſon. Being 
thus perſwaded, he was reſolv'd if it were 
poſſible, to make a plain Diſcovery : 

And to this End, he planted himſelf, pri- 

vately one Evening near the Back % 
that led out of the Garden into Deidamia's 


e (for that War he hn his 
up 


The FRENCH Convert, 47 

t fuppoſed Rival muſt come.) And indeed * 
© © he had not waited long, before a Perſow MB 
came by, and went up thoſe Stairs; whom Wl 

U FF he ſoftly followed to the Stairs-foot 1 3 the 
- | Darkneſs of the Night hindered him 
from diſcerning who the. Perſon was that 
© went by him, but he doubted not but 
it was the Gardener, and having liſtened - 
at the Bottom of the Stairs, hearing no 
Door open, nor any Key to turn, he 
imagined the Door was left open on pur- 
poſe, and therefore reſolved to go up 
u- himſelf, and ſurprize them in the very 
Ad of their unlawful Love: He had 
no ſooner reſolved this, but he heard 
et | ſome Body come ſoftly down Stairs; 
as ſoon as the Perſon came to the Bot- 
a tom of the Stairs, Fronovins boldly ſeizes 
le en him, and demands what Buſineſs he 
> had there at that late Time of Night; 
e | But was extremely ſurprized to meet 
T- | with, in ſtead of Bernard the Gardener, 
Xe Antonio the Prieſt; whom then Frono- 
S | vins thought had been with Deidamia. 
re Upon which ſpeaking big Words to 
Antonio, and threatning to "kill him for 
the Diſhonour he had done his Lord in 
„ | Violating his Bed: The poor Prieſt 
3 | (who was almoſt dead with Fear, and 
18 extreamly confounded at: this. Accident) 
1 | .C * | Creme 
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4 Aedcbiteg, told Fronovins, That if he 
„would ſave his Life, he would in eniouſly 


tell him all he knew Which Fronovius 
3H promiſing,” Antonio told him the Story, 
ef his- Lover Addreſſes, violent Paſſion, 
and the Repulſes he met with. That 
" however beirg jealous of the Gardener, 


and not finding him in his Lodging, 
(for it ſeems Deidamia had newly appointed 


him another, unknown to Antonie) he ſuſ- 
pected he might be with his Lady; where 


deſiting to detect him, and bring him to 
Puniſhment, he had undertaken to come at 


this unſeaſonable Time; but the Doors be- 
ing faſt locked, and after a long Liſtening, 
hearing no Stir nor Whiſpering, was re- 


turning back again to watch a more fa- 
_ -yourable Opportunity, that he might not 


8 flight Ground or Uncertainty, lay ſuch 
2 Thing to their Charge, 


Fronovius finding the Prieſt had been 


oecd and reproved as well as he, 


and that his Thoughts were the ſame 
with his as to the ſuſpected Rival, hav- 


: ng huſhed his prefent Fears, and de- 
clared to him, though ſomewhat darkly, 
his own Affections, Ge. They went to 


Antcuic's Chamber, where they entered 


into a Combination lo Helliſh and Mäli- 


C ious 


* 
* 
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cious, that it brought many Woes and 
Miferies, both to the virtuous Deidamia, 


and the Gardener; till, by the Mercy of 


God, to the Shame and Confuſton by the 
Contrivers, they were turned to Bleſſings, 


to rejoyce the Injured, and to clear their 


Innocence, after many inexpreſſible Suffer- 
ings. 5 5 i 
"Whilſt | theſe wicked Men were thus © 
plotting to revenge their Repulſes, Dei» © 
damia was thoughtful of her Safety: 
Sometimes ſhe determined to write to Alan- 
ſon, to remember his Promiſe and haſte his 
Return; but then ſhe concluded, that though 
his Preſence might reform theſe diſorders, 
yet to deſert his Command upon any pri- 
vate Occafion, would derogate fiom his Ho- 
pour; and then ſhe conſidered, that ſhe 
could not hide from him the Religion ſhe 
had embraced fince his Departure, "for ſhe _ 
could not diſſemble if ſhe was taxed with 


it; and tho? his Company was dear to her, 3 


yet the Enjoyment of the other was more 
precious and preferable ; ; and that in 
compariſon of the Love of Chriſt, all 
the Love in the World was but of little 
Value. Ar another Time ſhe thou ght of 
retiring to her Parents: But this ſhe 


ancied would be diſpleaſing to her Lord, 


D's that 
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that in his Abſence, he ſhould leave the 
Government of his Family, which he 


had truſted to her Care at his Departure ; 


thefe Things ſeriouſly weighed, ſhe re- 
ſolved to remain at Home, thinking Time 
would cure the wild diſorders that were 
in the Minds of thoſe two wicked Ser- 
Mane. | 
After this laſt Reſolve, ſhe retired to 


Ine Cloſet, where ſhe had not been long eber 


the Gardener came to preſent her with 


24 @ Paper he had drawn up by her Or- 
der, of the Fundamental Points of the 


Proteſtant Religion, in Oppoſition to 
. Popery, one being compared with the 


..- Other, and tryed by Scripture and the 
 - Fathers of the Primitive Times: She 
accepted this Paper very kindly, promi- 


fing to look it over at her Leiſure, as a 


Matter the had much defired to be in- 


fotmed in. Whereupon he retired to his 
Labour in the Garden, whileſt a bribed 
Spie, their Enemins had ſet on the Watch, 
was run giviig information of the 


Gardener's being with the Lady; Frono- 


vius was out of the Way, Antonio haſted 


| as faſt as he could, and ſoftly opening 
the Spring-lock, impudently entered the 

Chamber, drawing the Curtains of her 
| Bed, in ode of Wesch what he 1 2 
ES for 


an 


|| ih0u that haſt enlightened the 25 es of my Un- 
Lerſtanding with the-Knowledge 2a thy Bleſſe 1: 3 


Ailonio to his great Amazement heard, 
and knew not what to think, whether 
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for there; but miſſing his purpoſe, he ſtole _ 
to the Side of her Cloſer, directed thither 


by her Voice; for the pious Lady was fallen 
on her Knees, and fervently pouring out 


her Soul to God | in theſe Words. 


\ Moſt bleſſed God, who are the Father of | 7 
Mercies, and the God of all Conſola- 
tions, I bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name, that 


Truth, and that thou haſt ce me from 
that Darkneſs and Ignorance, and theſe Anti- 
chriſtian Errors, wherein I have lived fince 
my Childhood, and haſt revealed the. Saving 
Kuvnoledge of thy Will unto me, as it is con- 
tained in thy Bleſſed Word the Holy Scri ?ptures: 
O. frengthen my Heart in the Profeſſion of thy | 
Truth, and grant that I may never return back: |} 
again to the Popiſh Idolatry and Superſtition, 
nor be under the Conduct of thoſe blind Guides 
any more, whatever Sufferings and Tryals T 
may be liable to, or may agar en on: that M= 
nt. 1 5 = 


2 


S x — Ay "hes 
r 


Theſe pious Breathings of 1 — Soul; 


he ſhould diſcover himielf or retire 3. 


> 
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but at laſt, wickedly ſuppoſing the Fear 


ſhe ſhould conceive, leſt he ſhould diſcover 


What ſhe had uttered againſt the Romiſb Re- 
ligion, or that, as he coneluded, ſhe was 
Hlugenot, as they call Proteſtants, might i in- 


duce her to comply with his Luſt, he pre- 


ſented himſelf before her, rudely opening 


her Cloſet Door e&*cr ſhe had time to riſe 


from her Knees, This continued impudence 


of his much troubled her Spirits; where- 
upon, riſing haſtily, ſhe forcibly pulled the 


Door after ſhe had given him a Thruſt back 


and lock'd herſelf in. However, it un- 
L, happily fell out, that in this Diſorder, not 
taking that Care, as at another time ſhe 


would have done, that Paper which the 


| Gardener had newly brought her, with 


her haſty ſhutting the Door, dropped out 


3 f her - Coat; and unperceived by her, 


was ſhut out of the Cloſet, which Au one 


took carefully up, and put in his Pocket, 
telling her, tho' the Door was ſhut againſt 
him, he had heard how Me apoſta tized 
from her Religion, and how wickedly ſhe 


had ſpoken of the Holy Raman Catholick 


Charch, and what Miſchiefs he could do 
her, if he ſhould diſcover it; yet for 
the Love he bore her, if ſhe. would yield 
0 eaſe his PaMon, it ſhouid be buried 
„ 


her. 


rotection, who is a ſtrong Tower for the 


Safety of all thoſe that fly unto him; and 


ſhe abend not, when ſhe had an Oppor- 


tunity to make her Lord ſenſible of it, he 
would, through the Favour of Almigh- 
ty God, concur with her, in her Opini- 


ON, 


Antonio, finding. himſelf difappoinced 
in his main Expectation, and throughly M 
nettled with this Anſwer, particularly I 
the Concluſion of it, went away, threat- 


ning and muttering to himſelf; and in 


the Anti- chamber met. . who 
upon later Notice was haſtening to him, 
to whom he had told all that he had ſeen | 
and heard, This made them conſult to F 


take new Meaſures ; and in Concluſion, 


reſolved her, Chaſtity of Life ſhould be 
facrificed ro their Revenge. This was |} 
COR '-, "mo 
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in eternal Oblivion: But if ſhe refuſed, 
he had now got an Opportunity to ruin 


The pious tals (whoſe fervent Devo- 
tions this Wretch had interrupted) bridled, 
as much as Human Frailty could do, her 
Paſſion, commanding him in mild Terms 
to be gone, and not wound her chaſte Ears 
with his hated Diſcourſe. Againſt the In- 
Jury he threated her, ſhe truſted in God for 
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no ſooner concluded on, but Antonio re- 


1 member'd the Paper he had taken up, and 
taking it out of his Pocket, knew it to be 


the Gardener's Hand, and at firſt ſup. 
poſing it to be a Love Letter that might 


diſcover the Intrigue between him and 


his Lady, was highly pleafed ; but he 
had ſcarce read it half over, &er he found 


ſuch weighty Arguments againſt ' the 


| Church of Rome, levelled fo directly a- 
gainſt her tottering Foundation, as not 


i only puzzled his Underſtanding, but made 
him ſtorm at a ſtrange Rate: Whereup- 


on Fronovius took it out of his Hand, and 
read the reſt, and in the Cloſe, theſe 


Words, viz. Virtuous Lady, theſe Argu- 


ments, Pro & Contra, I ſubmit to your 
great Wiſdom, being very joyful in having, 11 


under God, been a poor Inſtrument in en- 
| lightning your Underſtanding, to diſeern 
& Trach from Fallehoo&7 
This left them no longer in Doubt, 


who the, Party was that (as they termed 

it) had &Kuced her to Apoſtatize, and 
become Heretic, and for this conſe- 

| guently to enjoy Favours ſhe denied to 

them; whereupon they vowed a bloody _ 

Revenge. But fearing that the Love & 

' Janſon. bore her, would. not be ecffaced. Ex "i 


. . ᷣ ͤ ͤ ͤ ad oa oemans eos aa @ - praghin oo: 
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had been perverted from the Catbolick 
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the Change of her Religion, eſpeciallx 
when he ſhould come to underſtand their 
Criminal Paſſion for her, and Practices «ll 
againſt her, They reſolved to make her. Wl 
Parents bare the Blame of that ſtupen- 
deus Wickedneſs, which they themſelves F 
deſigned to be the Actors of: For they IM 
knew that her Parents were extraordi- | 
narily Bigotted to the Romiſh Church, and 
ſo were the likelieſt to deal with in 
this Matter: Whereupon Antonio imme- |} 
diately poſted to them, and defiring a 
private Conference with the Father and |} 
Mother; after many Hypocritical ſhews Þ}F 


of Sorrow for the Diſgrace that would 


befall the Family, he declared how his 3 
Lady (fince his Lord had been abſent) 1 


Religion, by a Hugonot, a Heretick Gar- 
dener, a Fugitive Wretch, that had been 
taken in ſome Years ago upon Charity. 
He urged what Difhoneur it would be 
to their Family, the Danger incurred by {| 
the King's Edits; and laſtly, the koſs off 


her Soul, if ſhe was not timely recovered! 
and brought to the right Fold, from 


whence he had perverſly ſtrayed. Then 
he began to magnifie the pious Care and 


Pains he had taken to keep her in the 


zight | 


7 RW 
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3 To Way, and to prevent her falling 


into ſuch an unpardonable Sin; but that 


the Devil had been too hard for his In- 
duſtry and Labours, through God's high 
&- Suffcrance, to bring ſome great Judgement 
on her, for her Haughtineſs and Contempt, 


60 
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This being delivered in a Tone very 


moving and paſſionate, ſceming altogether 
in Piety to Deidamia, made her Father 


4 Sigh, and the Old Lady burſt out in Tears, 


EF wriinging their Hands, and bewailing the 


A Miſeries of their Aged Years, in this (as 


E they then termed it) worſt of Misfortunes 
that could befal them; that the only 
Branch of their Family that ſhould convey” 
it to Poſterity, had made herſelf a Caſt- 


away; for ſo in their paſſionate Mood they 


expreſſed her to be. Antonio was glad to 
ſee them thus wrought, and the Scorm of 


their firſt Grief ſpending itſelf, and being 
allay'd by falling Tears, they began to con- 


file more maturely how this Misfortune | 
might be reverſed ; and after many 
things wers debated, e s Device of 
Lodging her +in a Nunnery (where ſhe. 
might be reſtrained from Heretic Books, 1 
as he laid, and the Company of any Se. 
ducers, F 


A 


e and alſo be inſtructed by virtuous 1 


Criminal, and perhaps for her Obſtinacy 


it would be the beſt for them to come 


them the firſt Notice, ſince at pre- 


7 
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Nuns, till her Lora came home, and de- 
termin'd what might farther be done in it) 
was approved. _ 

What was to be done with the Garde- 
ner was the Thing to be conſulted, whe- 
ther to make him away ſecretly, or deli- 
ver him up to Juſtice; the Prieſt was for 
the former, but the Parents conſcience were 


tender in that, and could not conſent to 


ſuch a Wickedneſs; but Antonio alledged, 
that the whole Buſineſs would be. made 3 
publick, if he were delivered up to Juſtice, 
and their Daughter would be brought in as 


. ˙ ET © . 


her Lord might looſe. his Henours and 
Preferments at Court. This made them 
conſider farther, and at laſt left it to the 
wicked Prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould appoint, 
to do, as he or they pleaſed, They would 
have born him company to, Alanſon's 
Houſe to ſee what their Perſuafions 
might do, but he urged it would only be 
a means to diſcover the Matter; and fp 


1 n 


and moderate Things when the Count 
came Home, of which he would give 


ſent 


1 of 
o 7 ” 
Fn 
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ſent what was to be done required Secrecy z 


that in the mean Time ſhe ſhould be Pro- 


vided for as became her Quality; and that 


ſuch a Place as he mentioned, with Time 


and Company, was the beſt Care to joſtle 
# thoſe wild Notions out of her Head: Up- 


on which they only ſent her a Letter, and 


panion. 


miſſing 
which Way it went, taking more Care for 


Deidamia, ; 
of * Paper, a 


reſolved not to go themſelves. 
returned well ſatisfied to his wicked Com- 


(who was den 


So Antonio 


orant of this) 
not doubting 


Bernard the Gardner than her felf, thought 


= —_—— n 


by 
| the ſent for him, 


he was in. 


was willing to «expoſe. 


urged ſo many Ti 
parture, that he 


F 


it he would be diſcovered ; whete ore 
360 gave. him a Handful of 

Sold, and commanded hlm to ſhift for 
S himſelf; telling him what had 
6 the Danger 


paſſed, and 


This Command 


or Violence, he 


he ſeemed exceeding loth to obey, and, 
with Tears in his Eyes, proteſted, that for 
the ſake of his Religion, and in her De- 
fence againſt any Injur 


is Life; but ſhe 


ings to haſten his De- 
promiſed to do it; and 
ſo they (with ſhedding many Tears) took 
a long Farewel of each other, 1 


Bern od 


Bernard was preparing to depart, as Au- 


tonio returned with his Orders; where- 1 
upan Fronevius clapped him up in a 
Dungeon, and that Night hired two 

Rufflans to carry him to the Sea-clifts, 
ind throw him thence Head-long; and 
thither they carried him in a Sack on a 
Horſe, gagged and bound ; but finding a 


Veſſel thruſt into a Creek very near the 
Clifts, one of them enquired, and found 
it belonged to a French Plantation in the 


Weſt-Indies; whereupon they took the 
Method of Foſepb's Brethren with the 
Ihmaclites, to make the beſt Purchaſe of 
him, rather than deſtroy him and loſe 


it; So he that came to enquire; demanded 


of the Maſter, I be wanted a lufly Ser- 
vent ? He told him, Ze; then he return» | 
ed, and took the Gardener out of the 


Sack, ungagged and unbound him, and 


told him, That though he deferved to 


Die for perverting his Lady to Hereſie, 


5 yet they had Compaſſion upon him, and 


would only ſend him to do Penance fort 
a Slave in the Weſt-Indies, and bid him | 


accept of it thankfully, and without 


muttering, and thereupon they delivered | 
him to the Maſter of the Veſſel of whom 


By; received Twelve Crowns, After 


which 
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) which "they returned, and gave an Ac- 
count they had thrown him with a great 
Stone about his Neck, from a Fiſty Foot 
Cliff into the Sea, and. for it received the 
Reward promiſed them. Nor was Bernard 
unwilling to go with his new Maſter, find- 
ing Providence had changed the Deatb 
that was deſigned him, only into Slavery, 
from whence he mighs hope in Time to be 
releaſed, But his Dare was greater for 
Deidamia than himſelf, for he had been 
uſed to Misfortune, and inured to ſeveral 
Hardſhips. And her Grief was no leſs, 
that ſhe found herſelf conſtrained: (as ſhe 


1 | ſuppoſed for his Safety) fo abruptly to 


part with the Man that had been an In- 
ſtrument in the filling her Heart ſo full of 


| heavenly Conſolations; and had not laid 


her Commands on him to write to her, or 
otherways to give her ſecret Notice of his 
Abiding Place (that ſhe might have had 
farther Converſe with him, and been more 
ſtrengthened by him in the Profeſſion of 
that Truth he had intruſted her in, and 
which ſhe was reſolved to abide by) till 
ſhe found Means to reſtore. him tO his 
Place again, 


#- ©*4d 
o * A 
» g 


Wit 


Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe 
Thoughts, Antonia having (as I before told 
you) gotten a Letter from her Parents to 
ber, wherein they laid their Commands 


on her till her Lord's Return, as ſhe tender?d * , 


the Favour of almighty God, their Bleſſing, 


and her own Honour and Safely, to be Ruled 


and Guided in all Things by ber 8 


Paſtor. (So, being ignorant of his Villainy, 
they termed this wicked Prieſt, ) nd 


whatever he perſuaded her to for the Good of 


ber Soul, and Bogily Preſervaticn, readily : 1 


to comply with it; 10 whoſe Care and Inte- 
grity, next to the Heavenly Protection, they 


heartily recommend her till ber Lord and 2 
Husband came Home : This was ſigned by 
both of them. And Antonia having con- 


The. F REN CH . 6 ' 1 


ſulted Fronovius about it, they both came | 


boldly to her Apartment, - when they 


knew ſhe was in Private, and preſented 
it to her, Charging her to obey it as ſhe ten- 
dered her Safety : She no ſooner looked on 
it, but ſhe asked them ſo many Queſti- 
ons, that by Autonia's Replies, ſhe was not 


inſegſible, they had traduced her to her 
Parsbts and after ſome juſt Reproaches, 
told them, It ſhould not be long, before 
ſhe would go and plead her own Cauſe, and 
doubted not ſo to juſtify her FOR to 


Ha 
- My 
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a her Parents, that the black Villany of her 
bee and treacherous Accuſers ſhould be un- 
able to fully 
cence.“ This at firſt ſtartled them; but be- 
ing fully reſolved to proceed in their wick- 

ed deſigns, they plainly told her, She was 


the brightneſs of her Inno- 


at their diſpoſal, and that they had Orders 


to carry her to a Nunnery, where ſhe ſhould 
be honourably uſed, but debarred from de- 
ſtructive Principles ſhe had lately imbibed, 
till her and their Lord returned, to take the 


matter into his own Hands, and determine 


how he pleaſed to diſpoſe of her.“ 


This inſufferable impudence of theſe luſt. 
full Wretches, ſtirred up her Zeal to ſo 


much holy Anger and Deteſtation of what 


they propoſed, that ſhe in a great Paſſion 


= proteſted to Dye a Thouſand Deaths, if it 
were Poſſible, and by the more exquiſite; 
Torments their Helliſh Malice could invent 

rather than to be ineloſed within the Walls 
of a Nunnery, which ſhe was ſatisſied was no 


other than a ſink of Sin, and plauſible Co- 
But 
they without replying, offering to foro her 


from the Cloſet, ſhe oppoſed her Strength 
againſt their Rudeneſs, crying out far 


Help to the reſt of her Servants; but Fre 


novius, who was the Steward and Gover- 
93 nor ol 
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nor of the Family, had ſo ordered the 
Matter, that thoſe that immediately wait- 
ed upon her, were then olit of Hearing; 


Iso that without any other Interruption, At 


than what her Contending gave them, they 
hurried her into a cloſe Chamber in the re- 
moteſt part of the Houſe, where they lock- 
ed her in, and went to conſult farther, how 
they ſhould ſecretly convey her from thence, - If 
whilſt ſhe (who expected after ſuch 1 OE 
ment, nothing but a Violation of her Che» "i 
tity, and would much rather have ente 

ced Death, and counting it a Favour) was 
powering out of her Soul to God, and im- 
ploring his Help in this needful Time of . 
her Trouble, and begging of him. to ftreng- 
then her Faith, Till on a ſudden, to allay 
the Troubles and Afflictions of her Mind, 

ſuch Beams of Joy and Comfort darted 
into her Soul, that ſhe aſſured her ſelf, 
That that 0 God, whoſe gra- 

cious Protection ſhe had been ſeeking, 
. work out Deliverance for her in due 

ime 


Theſe Conſpirators by this Time had 


come to a Reſult to rid themſelves, as they 


thought, for ever from the fears they were 
in of their Villainous Practices being dif- 
Poered; Which was this. 


ZY He- 
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Fronovius counterfeited a Letter in 4: af t 
lanſon s Hand ſo very exactly, that if him. 
ſelt had ſeen it, he might have been puz-· Mi 
led to diſtinguiſh it from his own, and 
having gotten two Ruffians ready, one dreſ- 
fed in the Habit of an Officer, and the other opel 
like a Servant attending him; Antonia and vi 
his Companion in Wickedneſs went to her“ 
with it, and falling on their Knees, with! 
ſome forced Tears, humbly imploring her 
Pardon for the Indignities they had offered 
to her, beſeeching her to be their good La- 
dy, notwithſtanding their Follies, and 
they would never in the like Nature offend, 
nor do any thing to diſoblige her; with 
many other Proteſtations, and much 
feigned Sorrow for their Rudeneſs and De- re 
ſigns upon her Chaſtity, imploring her not it 
to diſcover it to her Lord. 1 

Whilſt Deidamia was wondring what Fro 
a ſudden Alteration in thoſe, who had 
lately fo rudely treated her, might mean, 
Fronbvius delivered her the Letter, in 
which ſhe read theſe Words : 


My Dear Deidamia, 

HO' I know, that the News ok 
. theſe Lines will acquaint you with, cam pe. 
not be acceptable to you, yet conjure you by our 
mutual Affections, that you ſuffer not . 


felf 
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1-Welf to be difturbed, but hear what I ſhall 
n. el you with that Patience and Serenity of 
2. Mind, which becomes you, as knowing it is 
1d hour Duty in all Things that happen to us, to 
- abmit to the Divine Will, Know then, my 
erfovely Deidamia, that in a late Encounter 
ad Ivith a Party of the Enemies, I happened to 
er ſhe wounded by a Cbance-ſbot, which my Sur- 
th ſheons tells me is Mortal; and fearing that 
i may be ſo, and deſiring above all Things 
ere below, to have a Sight of your dear Self, | 
before I depart out of the World, I have ſent | 
be Bearer, Monſ. Durell, owe of my Ca- 
ains, to conduct you to me forthwith : Who 1 
„ « Perſon of that Worth and Honour, that 
yu may truſt yourſelf with him without the _ 
Trouble of any Attendants but - what be brings 
ith bim, becauſe 1 would have you come as 
Wpeedily as may be: Which is at preſent all 


hat From him, who is both in Life and Death, 
40, f Tour ever faithful Husband, 
in Ha rler, . „ | 
E Jana. DE ALANSON. 


At the Reading of this ſhe trembled, 
looked Pale, and ſhed abundance of Tears, | 
can being in the greateſt Diſorder and Con- 

Jukon imaginable, intreating inſtantly 3 
et 


— 
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ee the Party that brought it, promiſi 
(on their renewing their Intreaties) n. 
to diſcover their Wickedneſs, if by thi 
future Demeanour they made an Amen 
ment for what had paſſed 3) and the 
thereupon. ſolemnly promiſed. it, led h. 
_ down into the Hall, where. the pretends 
Captain and his Servant, bowed very lo 
er ; and being before hand inſtructet 
dere all her Queſtions ſa cunning 
that ſhe veriliy believed the Letter 
come from her Lord, and that all he 
was true, defiring Ks to. refreſh then 
ſelves, whilſt ſhe fitted herſeif with . oth; 
Apparel, and took ſome Jewels, Gold. & 
along with her A which. done, and bein 
about Four in the Evening, the innocaſſyy, 
Dove committing herſelf into the Taloſtthe 
of thefe blogdy Vulturcs, mounting bſjng 
hind the ſuppoſed Captain, who had h Ca 
Inſtructions not to let her fee the nefl;&4 
Morning Dawn, Antonio and Fronovi pal 
pretended much ſorrow at her Depiſo 
ture, but inwardly rejoiced, that by tih.. 
Stratagenn they could get her eaſily inſſtde 
the Trap without Noiſe and Diſturbaneqbot 
which had they gone about to do NW. 
Force, her Cries might have broughh;a 
Reſcue, and prevented their villainq 
1 4 | |  Parpa I 
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Purpoſes : The curſed: Prieft indeed would 
C have firſt had raviſhed her by himſelf | 
and his Companion, and then Murthered 
at Home, but the other conſidering, that 
it would be difficult to diſpoſe of the 
the dead Body, contrived this Way. But 1 
ME muſt leave theme for ſame Time, hugging 
themſelves in their Security, and W H 
Iche deceived Innocent. 
The bloody Cut: throats haven got the : 
Prize, by her too much Credulity, into 
their Poſſeſſion, took all the By-ways they 
could, croſſing the Country, and holding 
her in Diſcourſe with many Things relat⸗ 
Wing to the War, and ſo ſpun out the 
8 Time till the Sun was near ſetting, when 
beincoming: into a Valley between two vaſt 
0a Woods, in a Place much unfrequented, 
ale they rode: into one of them, at a Turn- 
, bling of a narrow Way, where the ſuppoſed 
d WICzptain ſtopped, and the Ruffian that 
neſtode fingle alighted, and moſt furprizingly . 
1Ulbulled Deidamia from behind him, who at 
epa unexpected. a Rudeneſs trembled, and 
began to ſuſpect the Treachery;; nor was 
inte other flow in Diſmounting, when. 
85 boch together they carried her into the 
9 Wood; upon this, with piteous Skrieks 
. and Cries, ſhe demanded. the Cauſe of ſuch 
ainoll IF e D 2 Violence; 
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Vi er but without replying, the vil. 
lain who had carried her, drawing his Sword 
directed it for the fatal Thruſt, deſigning] 3 
inſtantly to pierce her Heart; whilſt on her] 
Knees ſhe was imploring their Pity and 
Compaſſion and intreating to know in what, [1 
| - ſhe had offended, to make them ſo void off! 
* Humanity towards a diſtreſſed Lady, whom 
they had betrayed into that Solitary Place, 
being convinced that her Lord had given 
no ſuch Commands : No, replyed they 
that's true, nor do we know him, but Anti- 
nio and Fronovius have, and we muſt obey 
them; beſides, you are an Heretick, an 
ought not to hve. 
Deidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed 
dy her wicked Servants into the Hand 
of theſe mercileſs Villainsz and ſeeing 
nothing but. preſent Death before hei ] 
Eyes, ſhe poured out her Soul to God i ; 
vehement Petitions for her Favour from hi. 
Hands, and that if he faw fit ſhe ſhould] t 
Live no longer here, that he would tei 
ceive her into Life Eternal, and that ra 
ther, if it were required, ſhe might Se: 
her 'Profeſſion of the reformed Religion 
in which ſhe had found ſo much heaven 1 


ly Conſolation, with her | deareſt Blood 
than be prevailed with to recant it, Bu, 


ak ' 8 N 
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4 thou, O Lord, faid ſhe, who delivered'ſt Da- 


three Children from devouring Flames, canſt, 
F if thou wilt, in this great Extremity, deli 5 
af ver me from theſe Blood-thirſty Men, whom 
have in no manner injured : But be it as 
thou pleaſeth, ſo that my departing Soul, 
when it Leaves this mortal Body, may find 8 
ſhelter in the Arms of thy mercy. The 
Villains who all this while had eyed her, 
and ſaw her lovely in her Tears, en. 
not themſelves about her Religion, for their 
Buſineſs was to murder her; and therefore 
the pretended Ciptain ſaid, * Lady! our 
Time is ſhort, - this Inſtant you wo Die, 
Wn therefore ſertle your Mind for the fatal 
Stroke: To this ſhe made no reply, but 


o- 
Ve 
and 


he 
d i 
1 hi 
oulc 


1 reg: 


d to Heaven, Sighs and Tears being the 
Language of her Soul, his impious Hand 


ther catching hold of his Arm, and ſtopt 

is Sword; and after that, they Whiſ⸗ 
9 xred 3 but ſhe knew not what they 
Pd, till their farther Attempt revealed 


looll They had no ſooner done conferring. 


3 


lotes, but they violently forced her on 
er ek, and E Burd to Raviſh her 
CU. Arſt 5 


ziel from the Fury of the Lions, and the iſ 


ing ontinuing on her Knees, with Eyes up lift- v3 


as about to give the fatal Thruſt, but the = 


Su 


N 
N * o 8 287 o 
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Groan yielded up his wicked Soul inte 


loſs of Blood, gave Deidamid Time to l 
farther into the Woods, wandeting. f 
far that Night covering every Thin 
with Darkneſs, ſhe” chou Ne my bet 
_ how 7 reſt” a little to recover Breath 5 


2 
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fFlirſt, and then pur her to Dearh': Her 1 
y 


Cries were upon this redou bled, and ſhe 


| 1 begged Death rather than the Loſs of her f. 
* o Chaſtity, opening her Boi, _ tempt- || 1 


ing their Swords to” pierce - But her h 


Beauty in this ſorrowful Cdgdition Was P 


fo charming in their luftful Eye yes, that . 
they were inexorable to her Eries and P 


Prayers. O had Alanſon been but there, U 
with what Vengeance at this Piteous Sight fic 
would his Sword have been drawn to to 
| their. Deſtruction, and her Reſeue ] Bur gr 
he being ignorant of the Wounds his w. 


dear Lady was about to receive, Heaven r. 


interpoſed for her Reſcue: For the Vill for 
0 lains fell at Diſcord, who ſhould Arſt en- dy 


her; and the Conteſt grew ſo hot, ſhe 


that they diſputed it with their Swords, no 
and in the Duel the pretended Captain do; 


(moſt forward in the Miſchief ) was: ranf Th 
through- the Body,' and 'with a 'ghaftly pai 


the Hands of Death. The other bein 
forely wounded; and Fainting” throuphh 


„ 
* 


* - / „ 
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r | Dangers ſhe had ſo lately eſcaped tom 
e wicked Men, and 1 that ſhe how. 
r feared from wild Beaſts, , would: not a 
- | long Time ſuffer her'to cloſe her Eyes; 
et | however ſhe ceaſed not with earneſt 

asf] Prayers and Supplication to recommend 
at herſelf to God, and implore his Aid and 
nd Protection; Who by the late wonderful. | 
re, Deliverance he had given her, had ſuf- 
cht I ficiently ſhown her. how able he is; to lave 
toff to the utmoſt, even in the midſt of the 

zur greateſt. Dangers, The - Conſideration 
his whereof, was a mighty Allay to her: 
ven preſent - Sorrows in the midit of that 
Vil-J fortorn Condition, to which ſhe. was re- 
en- duced; ſo that a little ſupported: thereby; 
10t, ſhe: at laſt fell into a ſound Sleep, having 
rds, no other Pillow than a Turff of Graſs, and 
rainf tovering than the Canopy of Heaven. 
ran] The Moching: being come, Deidamia, a- 
fly gain returned Thanks to God, both for 
inte her. late Deliverance, and her laſt Nights 
Preſervation ; earneſtly begging of him, 
| That as he had graciouſly begun to de- 
o ver her, ſo that he would in his own 
g. N egood Time compleat it, to his own Glory 
hing ani] her good; und, that tho? at preſent. 
mew ber Afflictions are not Joyous but grie- 
an . D 4 vous, 


ſo ſat down upon the urge Tho? the 4 1 
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vous, yet, through God's _over-ruling 
Providence, they might afterwads bring 
 *forth for her the peaceable Fruits of I x, 
' Righteouſneſs; humbly defiring, ſhe 
might be kept from entertaining hard || ,, 
Thoughts of God, or of his Truth and 
"Ways, which ſhe had fo lately embraced, 
. notwithſtanding any Sufferings ſhe had 
or might meet withal upon that Ac» 
count, And having thus recommended 
herſelf to God, ſhe reſolved, if it were 
pooſſible, to get out of that Deſolate, 
Pathleſs, and Solitary Place: But the 
more ſhe thought to extricate herſelf, 
the more ſhe found herfelf entangled, 
and without Hopes of getting out. The 
Fruits, that at that Time of the Year 
grew upon the Trees, ſupplyed her with 
Feod : And the lictle purling Streams that 
iſſued from ſome Springs 'in the Wood, 
ſupplyed her with Drink : So that finding 

it impoſſible to get away, ſhe was content 

10 tarry there, till the Providence of God 
ſhould find out ſome way of Deliverance 
for her; being ſatisfied in this, That the 
"Comforts of Converſation, and other con- 
veniencies that ſhe uſed to have, were abun-' 
duantly made up in the Communion ſhe 
enjoyed with God, whoſe bleſſed Preſence, 


I In the Beofeflion of which Happineſs we 
- || will leave her for a Time, and look back 
| | to: ſee what became of * Tarviving” 
| | Ruffin, 7 
» | His Companion (as we have already | 
heard) was killed in their Conteſt, about 


which ſhould Enjoy, or rather Raviſh 


d Deidamia firſt, and he that ſurvived 
©} fainted away through Loſs of Blood, which 
las we have already related) made Way 
f for Deidamia*s Eicape : But he recovering 
I 


in ſome little Time, found Means to ſtop 


r her, nat ſo much to ſatisfy his Luſt, 


NC fing her after all his Search, he buried his 
Companion, and returned to thoſe that 
had ſent them to work, telling them, That 
Deidamia, when ſhe found foe muſt die, by 4 
Surprize, bad ſnatch'd away his Companions 
Jword, and Slain him with it by an unlooked 


D 5 them 


* 
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| | as ſhe has ſince confeſſed, did more than 
. | Recompenfe for all her outward Wants. 


its Effuſion; and then miſſing of Deida. 
nia, he made. what Search he could for 


th which his Loſs of Blood had pretty much 


* fallayed, as to take away her Life, that in 
d, | Time to come ſhe might not be an Evi- 
DS | dence of his Wickedneſs ; but not find- 


for Thrft: But that himſelf had quickly re- 
| kh it by ber own Death, and bad buried 


* unaccountable Dreams, 
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A ; 1 both ina "tee 1 it to avoid Difcov we ; 
C This they believed, and gave! him 
F + had promiſed; being might| 
fed that now they were, as chey thought ar! 
leaſt out of Danger. 
Whilſt theſe Things were Thus acted; 
Deidamia's Parents "being exceedingly 
troubled, even to that Degree, that their 
Sleep departed from them; and thoſe 
HO” 'Slumbers that they - ſometimes 
got, were interrupted with ſtrange and 
which was alſo 
attended with an unuſual Melancholy, 
of which they could give no Account. 
This made them reſovle to enquire after 
Deidamia, of whom they heard nothing 
ſince the Permiſſion they 1 to Antonio 
to carry her to a Nun ner. 
But Fronovious and Antonio bad been 
ſo cunping to prevent their Difcovery of 
the Villainy, that for a Sum of Money 
they engaged a certain Abbeſs of Autonib's 
Acquaintance. 8 acknowledge, when 
there ſhould be Occaſion, that Deidamia 
had been brought thither, but that ſhe 
had made her ” eſcape | from thence, ſo 


e. 
N44 


that ſhe knew not What was become of 


her, nor could give any Account of the 


Reaſon of it, but only by a . that ſhe 
= 


1 


2 2 £5 . 8 a 
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wy left 1 78 8 in 9 Cade} 'Y 
whick' Note Honbvious, Who as We "ml 
| already ſaid, had. a notable F Faci ulty AEY 
| counterfeiting 'of Hands, had writ in a "Mm 

5 Hand ſo Uke Deidamid. 5 that it could AOL = 
be diſtinguiſhed, They had alſo, given ſl 
the ABBIE A Ladder of. Rop Bes, by Which 4 
it was pretended, me Pal made her 
Eſcape. Pronovious and Antonio having 1 
8 well laid their Deſign with the Abheſs, 
| | kept Poſſeſſion of Alanſon $ Houſe without 
R 
» 


Fear or Controul.” And therefore when 
Deidamia's Patents came thither to enquire 
after their Daughter, they received them 
. with much ſeeming Courteſy and Kind: 
8 neſs, and Fronovious told them, That tho” 
it had Unhappily fallen out, that their Lady 
I had been perverted to Hereſy fince the De- 
en partureofthe Count her Huſband, yet he had 
of | taken that Care of the F amily in his Lord's 
ey Abſence, which was conſiſtent with his duty, 
and that as to his Lady, the Orders they had 
en | been pleaſed to give to Antonio to ſend her to 
nia aNunnery had been punctually obſerv?d, and 
ſhe he hoped by that Means, againſt the coming WM 
{of Home of their Lord, ſhe might be againre- 
of Nconciled unto her Mother Church, our of | 
the {hich there is no Salvation. Tho? this Diſ- 
- ſhe [urſe of Fronovigus was very plauſible, yet 
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* 


n 
. a 
"36 
* 1 
47. 
WY 
14 
l 
* 
1 
+ 35% 
ny 
#7 \ 158 
318 
$34 
OE HY 
1 4 
Gt, 11} 
n 
1 
1 * 1 
CRE . 
0 d 
. 1 
8. 4 
. 
1 
18 2 > 
i 
5 - 
"#3, % 
+ 
. 
4 % 
4 K 
£7 1 2 
1 
+2: 1 
1 
-: 0 
74 12 
WET. 
# 
oF 
v6 . 
oy 4M 
- 3&7 
805 R 
£3 
3 
9 
Ls. 
al 
* 
1 
N \ 
* 
* TK 3; 
Lu 
14 
* 3 
$4 
M0 2 © 
* "= 
"Hal 
. —_ 
N j 
* 3 
1 
n 
4 l 
A 
26S 
* " 
* 
% , 
* 9-5 
Ja 
* 5 5 
7 * 
2 Fa 
Fe) 
v . 
- 
: 


0 . 


Ws 7% FRENCH ene 
jþ e of Deidamia were not at all ati 


57 with it, but deſired to ſee and dif- | 


courfe with her in the Nunnery where ſhe 
Was, which Fronevieus ſeemed ready, to 


aſſent to, and with Antonio offered their 


Service to accompany them - thither, tel- 
ling, them, they had given ſo ſtrict a Charge 
to the Abbeſs, to prevent any Heretich 
from coming to her, that none might be 
admitted to ſpeak with her, but themſelves, 

4 or by their immediate Order, 
The Parents being for the preſent fa- 
tified with this Anſwer, lay there that 


I Night, big with the Hopes they had 


G Wang: | heir Daughter the next Day: 
Which being come, they went with An- 
tonio and Fronovius, to the Nunnery, but 
were extreamly ſuprized, when they 


came thither, to hear the Abbeſs fay, |. 


That the young Lady had been too hard 


for her, and an han dia all her Care 


and Diligence, had found a Way to make 
her Eſcape but the Day before, and then 
Jed them into the Garden, ſhewing them 
the Ladder of Ropes by which ſhe got over 
the Wall; and then having them into a 


Room that ſhe called her Chamber, gave 


them the Note which Pronovius left wich 
her, aſking her Parents if they knew that 
| 19 9 


Hopes they had was, that ſhe was 


Injuries. 
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Hand; they haſtily opened it, and W . 


verily it had been of Deidamia's Writing : 
And IK Reading it, found it to contain 
_ Words, 


2 ng Jeew forced to this Place ain 

ny Mind and Cenſcience, let none be 
troubled, 1hat I have found a Means to ſet | 
myſelf at Liberty: And am gone to him, whonos WW 
Doubt will Right me of the Injury done me ty = 
wy n Servants, = 


: | DEIDAMIA. | 


Her Parents upon oi this Letter, 
and believing it to be true, burſt forth 
into Tears for the Loſs of their Daughter, 
not knowing now in what Part of the 
Country to ſeek for her: The only 
gone 
into Flanders to her Huſband, to which 
Opinion Fronovius and Antonio both per- 
ſuaded them, from that expreſſion in the 
Note, I am gone to him that will right my 
Upon which, giving Fronovius 


a Charge to be a faithful Steward in his 
Lord's Abſence, they returned to their 
own Houſe, where they writ the following 
Letter to the Count, and ſent it by an ex- 
preſs to Flanders. 


To 
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ave write theſe Lines, which. bring you 


vine Aid, you will find it very hard to bear; 
u I hope Heaven will ſupport you under it; 


net mean by Death, for had Heaven ordain'd 
it fo, that would have been far mor? tligible : 


| Hugenot ; which whilſt we endeavoured 10 


of myſelf and Wife with ſuch unexpreſſi ible 


Grief and Sorrow, as hath rendered us alto- 
gelber Unconfolable, our only. remaining Ke; 
Hope is, that ſhe may. be gone to you.; and 


that if you have not. already, you may yet 


bear of ver in a few wed for ſhe left be- 
as | 


* To tze Ceunt De Alanſon, 16 * 


elt SON. | 4,146 W. 2 
is not without unexpreſſ " Grief ahi 


1 fad Tydings of the greateſt Aﬀtltion that 
ever be fel your and which, without the Di- 


it is in brief, the Loſs Deidamia; 1 4 


But, alas] ſhe is leſt both to herſelf and all 
of us; and ſbe is, face your Departure per- 
verre to Herely, and turned an obſtinate || 


Reclaim her from, by conſenting upon the 
Advice of your Chaplain, Father Antonio, 
that ſhe ſhould be put into a Nunnery, ſhe is 
eſcaped from thence no one knows whither 

| 5 Thoughts thereof has filled the Hearts 


VCC 


N 
J 
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J. according to the Example of our great Shep-! 
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bind ber in bi Chamber, at the Nunnery 4 
Si. Bridget®s, wohitber Fronovious and Anto- L 
nfo, trees ber, rhe Joxominy Note e. : AF: 


Lots} been foreed to this Place 4 

ainſt my Mind and Conſeience, 
le 50 be trouble that I found a Means 
to ſet myſelf at Liberty: And am gone 
to him who no Doubt will Right me of | 
the Injury done me by my treacherous = 


e 55 
e 1  Deidamia, 


* 


1 t is this Note alone that gives us ground 

to Hope that you may ſee her again; and T | 
ay Gol it may fall out accordingly. And. 

| dir this br Sheep ſhall be found again, 
I doubt not but you will lay her in your Boſom, 
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herd, and by your wonted Love and Tender WM 
neſs towards her, endeavour to reſtore ber 
again to the true Fold and Church of Chriſt, v 
to whoſe holy Protection T commit You, and ſo 


farewel, 
ON 85 2 tas J. MONTAIGN. 
The Count ! Alanſon was ſo pe 
with Grief at the Reading of this Letter, 
that for ſome time he remained ſpeechleſe, 1 
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His Trouble was too great to Vent it ſelf 
in Words; ſtill Waters being always the 


Deepeſt: But ſoon after his Sorrow gave 


it ſelf Vent in the moſt paſſionate and feel- 
ing Complaints: And then calling for a 
Pen and Ink, he writ the een. Letter 


to 0 Father, 


IR. 


Received your Letter, the Contents where- 


of has brought that Grief and Sorrow 
to my Heart, that will continue there for 
ever, unleſs the Sight of my deareſt Deida- 
mia removes it: Her being turned Hugenot 
is not that which gives me much Trouble, 


it rather makes me think there is ſomething | 
of Good in thoſe Opinions, or elſe ſo much }; 


— RR ²˙ . ² Ee TIBOR et", We ak 


Manſon, to Sieur Montaig, 


' Goodneſs and Virtue, as that of Deidamig* 5 Je. 


could never have embraced them. Had you 


but let her alone in my Houſe I had been 


happy ſtill; but your ſendeavouring to re- 
claim her has been che Ruin of us both: 1 


am ſo Tranſported with Grief and Anger, 


that I know not what to write, nor would I 


Write at all, but come away immediately, 


were it not for the Hopes ou give from 


the Note found in the Chamber of my dear- 


eſt Deidamia, that ſhe was gone to him that 
woyld, 


be none but myſelf; might J but recover 


her again, fhe ſhould not be miſtaken in 


her Thoughts. *Tis in Hopes of her com- 


ing, that I am content to ſtay here a little 
longer : For *tis Deidamia alone can make 
me Happy. Farewel, 


lanſon's Letter, it adminiſtred freſh Grief 


to Deidamia*s Parents, For they thereby 
found, that by their too eaſily yielding to 
Antonio's Deſigns, they had not only loſt. 
their Daughter, but the Affections of their 
Son-in-Law, In this State we will now {| 
leave them, and make Deidamia a Viſit in 
her ſorrowful Solitude. . 


Dejdamia being in that lonely Place, 


1 each Day removed her Habitation, until 
at laſt ſhe found a Cave to ſecure herſelf 
from the Injuries of the Weather, and 


was à quiet Reſting-Place to her in the 
Night-Seaſon, for by ſhutting up the 


Mouth of the Cave, ſhe covered herſelf 


from all Danger ; which ſhe looked upon, 
and thanked God for, as a great Mercy : 
And living upon the Fruits that grew in 
the Woed, (as I faid before) ſhe ſpent 
her Time wholly in Prayer and Medita- 
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would ſoon Right her Injuries;and that en 


_ ALANSON. 
The Meſſenger being returned with . 
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tion; and tho* her Diet and Lodging was 


 extreamly changed, yet her Health was 
both continued and increaſed, and ſhe found 
that Promiſe made good unto her, As the 


Day is, ſo ſhall thy . be. 


She had now lived almoſt four Months 
in this Solitude, and the Winter ap- 


proaching, began to make the Woods 
uncomfortable 3 and the Cold extreamly 
nipping : So that Deidamia was forced of- 
ten to Walk apace to get her a Heat. One 


. Day as ſhe had walked farther than or- 
dinary, ſhe diſcovered. ſome Kind of an 
obſcure Path ſhe. had not ſeen before, and 


tho? ſhe- knew not whether. it would lead 
her, ſhe was reſolved to follow the Track : 


She travelled fo far that Day, that it was 
in Vain for her to, think of retreating: to 


her beloved Cave, where ſhe had lain ſo 
many Nights; and therefore making the 


| beſt Shift that ſhe could, ſhe ſat: down 


upon the Ground, and Recommending 
herſelf. to the. Almighty's Protection, 
compo* ng herſelf to Reſt; the next 
Morning he aroſe. as: ſoon as it was light 
and travelling forward, perceived her 

Path to be like that of the Juſt, which 
the wiſe Man tells us, 'Shines more and 
more unto the perfect Day. And ſhe: was 


1 


3 
- 
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enecekiged to go on, becauſe ſhe fancied | 


ſhe heard the Barking of Dogs; and after |. 


travelling a little farther, ſhe was well 
aſſured it was a real Thing, and not a 
Fancy only ; and therefore ſhe purſued 
her Journey the more. eagerly. The Sun 


had not come to its Meridian, when ſhe 
heard an unuſual Ruſhing amongſt the 


Buſhes, and ſtanding ſtill to know what 
it might mean, the- perceived a grave 


old Man-with two Dogs following him, 


come from among the Trees. They were 
both alike ſurprized at the Enterview z 
for the Old Man having never ſeen any 


Human Creature in that Place before, 


ä could not but be amazed to ſee a Woman 


coming - from the midſt of the Wood y 1 


and therefore addreſſing himſelf to her, 
he enquired by what Misfortune ſhe came 


thither ? Intreating her -not to be afraid, 


for ſhe ſhould receive no Harm from him: 
Deidamia upon this Tooking | earneſtly 


upon him, and perceiving his Carriage 


and Demeanour to be what became the 


Gravity of his Years, ſhe told him, She 
was indeed in a wild Place, and knew not the \ 
Way out again. To this the Old Man re- 
ply'd, If ſhe would go with him to his homely 
C Cottage, bis Wife world. conduct ber ou 4 

- => IE 


- 


the Wood, Deidamia preſently accepted 
of his Kindneſs and went with him. 
And after they had gone about the Space 
of a Mile, they came to his Houfe, where 
the good Old Woman (who was ſome- 
what ſurprized to fee her Husband bring 
a Stranger along with aim) roſe up, and 
received her very Courteoufly, deſiring. 
her to fit down, and refreſh herfelf with 
Ss ſuch homely Fare as their Cottage af- 
forded: Which ſhe did, and then asking 
her farther how ſhe came into that Place. 
Deidamia deſired they would ask her no 
Queſtions for the Repetition of her Sorrow 
' would but renew her Grief; only thus much 
ſhe would let them know, that her being 
there Alive was the Effects of God's Provi- 
dence in delivering her from Wicked and 
blood - thirſty Men that fought to take away 
her Life. Upon which, perceiving her to 
be full of Grief, they asked her no more 
Queſtions, but finding her very weary, they 
led her into a homely but clean Apartment, 
to repoſe herſelf upon the Bed: Deidamia 
was mighty thoughtful what this aged 
Couple might be; and whether or no 
for her Apparel's ſake, and that Gold, 
and thoſe Jewels ſne had about her, ſhe 
might not fall into as great a Danger 1 
bo | X nat 
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that ſhe had formerly eſcaped, and tho! ſhe 
could have wiſhed herſelf in her beloved 


tinue there, till ſhe could meet with an 


made her Abode with them more eaſy, 
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was at firſt glad of their Company, ſhe 


Cave again, But her Fears were quickly 
over, when by a French Bible, and other 
good Books, ſhe found in her Room, and 
by the hearty Prayers of the good Old 
Man at Night, ſhe perceived they were 

Hugenots, who had flown into that ſolitary 
Retirement for the ſake of their Religion : 
This made ker be much more free with 
them, bleſſing God for his Providence in 
bringing her thither, and reſolving to con- 


Opportunity to return Home into the Arms 
of her deareſt Alanſon: And the Old Cou- - 
ple having underſtood her Hiſtery more 
tully, by their Pity and Commiſeration, 


And the Communion ſhe had with them in 
the Things of another World, weaned her 
from this in a great Meaſure. So that here 
ſhe took up her Abode, and continued 
with them, not only that winter, but the 
Year following, until ſhe was found out by 
her beloved Alanſor, to whom it is Time 
that we now Return, ES 
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F 86 De FRENCH Convert. 
The Count Alanſon having tarried at 
the Camp a whole Month after the re- 
ceiving of his Father- in-Law's Letter, in 
expectation of ſeeing his deareſt Deida- 
mia, began now to be impatient of tar. 


3 rying any longer 3 and indeed, during all 
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that Time, he was ſo much changed in his 
Carriage, Humours, and Converſation, 
that all theſe with whom he uſed to Con- 
verſe in the Camp, took: Notice of it, he 
having abandoned himſelf to an extream 
Melancholy; therefore deſiring of the 
King to go Home, both for the Recovery 
of his Health, and for the ſettling ſome 
Affairs in his Family, he foon obtained 
it, and ſoon after, tho“ with a heavy 


Heart, arrived there. Where his firit 


Buſineſs was to enquire after Deidamia, 
but none of the Servants could give any 
Account of her but Fronowious and Antonio, 
who gave him the ſame Account that had 
been ſent him by his Father-in-Law: To 


which he ſternly asked them, Hou tbey 


durſt diſpoſe of their Lady and - Miſireſs, | 
contrary to her Will, without bis Conſent or 
Knowledge? telling them, He feared by 
the Noten he had written, it was their Trea- 


chery that was the Occaſion of her Loſs, which 
F be cou;d but be confirmed in, he would 


e FRE N UH 
tale Care + es ſhould receive & Puniſhment 5 
ſuitable 40 the greatneſs of their Crimes, At 
which Fronovious and Antonio began 6 
tremble, and make the beſt Excuſes for 
themſelves they could; alledging the Con- 


ſent of her Parents for what they did. 


But that did not at all ſatisf y Alanſon, 


who ſoon diſcharged them from his Ser- 


vice, and reſolved to travel in Search 


for Deidamia, tho? he knew not which 


Way to bend his Courſe: But after many 


a tedious Jaurney, enquiring amongſt 


thoſe who were Favourers of the Huge- = 
nots, yet could hear no tydings of her. 
So that full of Grief and Sorrow, he led 


a retircd melancholy Life in his own 


Houſe, abſenting himſelf. from all Com- 


pany, and Mourning like. a Tere that 
had loft kis Mate, tho* his Friend by all 
Means poſſible endeavoured to comfort 


him ; perſuading him to ſarceaſe his 
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Grid for that it was probable Deidamia = £ a 


by ſome Misfortune or other was dead; 


and therefore they adviſed him to think of 1 


a Second Marriage, as that which would 


reſtore his former Gaiety, and make him 


forget Deidamia. But the more they en- 
deayoured to perſuade him, the more 


he was reſolved to the contrary; and 
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ingly he did, but without Succeſs: And 


| he had committed; upon which, Curio- i 


86 me FRENCH Convert. 
therefore to, avoid their continued Impon 


tunities, he fixt his Reſolution once more 
to Travel in Queſt of her; which accotd- 


to h 
eſca; 
be h 
that 
WBI. 


therefore he reſolved to return again to his 
oven Houſe, and there ſpend the Remainder Ie 
of his Days in Solitude. e 
But as he was returning Home, in his him 
Way, he met with a vaſt Concourſe of ſſo h 
People, and demanding the Occaſion of ho- 
it, he was told a Criminal was going to 
be broken on the Wheel, for a Murder IF þ 


ſity led him to ſee the Execution : And Per 
getting pretty near, the Malefactor caſt Pon 
his Eyes upon him, and ftraight knew Ea, 
him to be Alan/on, the Husband of Deida- Por 
mia; and being ſmitren with Remorſe of | J 
_ Conſcience, he beckoned Hlanſen to come rm 
near, and humbly begged his Pardon for feat 
the Wrong he had done him. At this lis! 
Alanſon beth Started and fell a Trem- fer 
bling, fearing it was for her Murder the fer: 
Criminal was to die: Bat coming nearer, þ | 
the Malefactor asked him, If be had heard ſey 
any News of his Lady? And then in Tears Im 
| confeſſed, That himſelf and another bad ri 
been bired to Murder ber, to which End they ſiſt 
 garried her into @ Word, (which he named r 
| = 
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Ito him) but by a miraculous Providence ſhe 
eſcaped out of hai Hauds; that afterwards 
Ie had reported to thoſe that ſet him to Work, 
\ that he had actually Murthered ber; for 
s [which be received the. Reward , but which way 
r be eſcaped; be knew not; and that this was 
about two Years ſince. The Count urged 
is nim to tell the Names of thoſe that had 
of ſo hired him; but he ſaid, He had fworn 
of pen the holy Sacrament of the Altar never to 
to Wiſcloſe them; and that he feared Damnation 
er bf be ſhould : Only, ſaid he, this I may ſay, 
lo- $vithout breaking my Oath, They were tuo 
nd Per/ons in whom you have put a great deal of 
alt Confidence, And then ſolemnly atteſted, 
em hat what he ſaid was the Ti ruth, And 
da- Pon after was executed. 
of] This dying Criminal's Confeſſion con- 
me firmed Alauſon, that Deidamia had been 
for feacherouſly carried thither, either from 
this lis Houſe or the Nunnery; and he no lon- 
em- er doubted that Froncvius and Antonio 
the Fere the Perſons that had hired Villains 
rer, p Murther her; therefore though 
card hey were removed from his Service 
ears me time ago, yet he was reſolved to 
had þrſue them, in order to bring them to 
| rhey Þſtice : But | firſt he intended to make 
med freſh Search after Deidamia, the Crimi- 
wh E nal 


. 
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nal, having given him an Account where ſth 
the eſcaped from them; and therefore fo 
he thought, (if the was till alive) ſhes 
might be ſomewhere in the Vicinity offco 
that Wood: Towards that therefore heſC 
bended his Courſe, and being arrived infſve 
light thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt a thing t 


it was, he perceived it would be a diff in 


cult Thing to find her, even though ſne Lo 
was there ; Yet at his entering in he con- ne 
ceived ſome Hopes in his Mind, that heſin; 
ſnould not looſe his Labour. W hereupon his 
alighting, and giving his Horſe to hi Joy 
Servant, (who had attended him in allſhis 
his melancholy Travels) and chargedſ[ſh, 
him to attend there till he came back, hqher; 
went into the Wood alone, and found ut 


| himſelf entangled amongft Thickets pre 


Briars and Buſhes ; yet ſtill he went onfue 
ſcarching every Cave and ſolitary Placeſenc 
often calling out, Deidamia ? till Darkhhe 
neſs coming on, made him think of reſtat 
turning to his Man; but he found he wafenl; 
gone too far to retreat back in Time, anfhic 
therefore reſolved toe go forward : Ann : 
being, no doubt, guided by Providence ur 
he happened upon that Cave where Daher 
damia had ſo often bewailed his AbſenceF. h 
and mourned her own ſolitary State; an vi 


b n 
, th 
oy 
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e there he reſted his weary and tired Body, 
elfor that Night, reſolving to purkue his 
eSeacrh the next Morning; which being 
offlcome, juſt as he was going out of the 
ne Cave, he perceived ſomething ſparkle 
inflvery brightly on the Ground, which he 
pe flitooped and took up; and looking on it 
ffn the open Light, he found it to be a 
hefLocker of Diamonds, which he had for- 
»n-Fnerly given Deidamia; and ſhe unwit- 
heffingly had dropt there. The finding of 
2onſhis, filled him with ſome Tranſports of 
hifſoy, as looking upon it as an earneſt of 
allhis good Succeſs - in finding the Owner: 
gediſ hereupon he often repeated her Name 
hchery loud, but could receive no Anſwer 
zundÞut by ſome broken Eccho's. And there- 
dets pre going on he knew not whither, 
t onJut being directed by the ſame Provi- 
laceſence that had before conducted her to 
Jarkfſhe Cave, when he had wandered fo far, 
f reqhat he was almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſud- 
e wafſenly ſer upon by two Whiffling Curs, 

„ anQhich, upon offering to draw his Sword, 
Ann away Barking' from kim; which he 
lenceQurſuing came in a little Time to a Path, 
, Daſhere- he might diſcern the Foot-ſteps 
offence}. human Creatures, which very much 
e; anfvived his Hopes, and encouraged him 
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ſtill to go on; he had not gone far before 


he diſcerned Smoak to iſſue from a ſmall 


haad before pur ſued. This was the Cottage 


[i 
Cottage; to which, as he approached I C 
Pretty near, he was again ſaluted by the || a 
furious Barking of thoſe Dogs whom he r. 


where Deidamia reſided, who upon the t. 
' Barking of the Dogs, looking out to ſee 
what was the Matter, eſpyed Alanſon 
coming towaids her, and (the Idea of his 
: Image being continually in her Breaſt) 
ſhe no ſooner ſaw but knew him, and 
running into his Arms in an Exceſs of 
Joy, was only able to cry out, Ab! my fi 
dear Lord, Alanſon ! But exceſs of Joyſſ1 
proves ſoinetimes Fatal, and it had like 
to have done ſo to Deidamia, for ſhe im- 
mediately ſwooned away in his Arms: 
The Dogs ſtill continued their Barking, | 
which allo cauſed the good Old Woman 
of the Cottage to ſee what the Cauſe was, 
and was extreamly ſurprized to fee a gen- 
reel Stranger there, and Deidamia faint- W 
ing in his Arms; however, ſhe made whalf be 
halt ſhe could to endeavour her Recovery lt; 
_ defiring Alanſon, to bring her into tha w 
Houſe, which he immediately did, telfeſp 
ling the good Woman that he was Dei] 
damia's Husband; which ſhe (being 3 bi 
| | we 


p_—_ 


«FRENCH Convert.” 9 


well Rin with Deidamia's Be: 
was very glad to hear, It wasa conſider- 
able time before Deidamia could be brought 
to herſelf, which ſo much afflicted the 
Count, that he was almoſt ready to faint 
away himſelf, But his Lady being again 
recovered, Alanſon with a thouſand Kiſſes 

and endearing Expreſſions, aſſured her of 
he Truth, Reality, and Conſtancy of his 
Affections towards her; whilſt ſhe on the 


other Hand, ſeemed to be the moſt ſatis- 


fied Creature in the World, in that ſhe 
had once more ſeen her deareſt Lord 
Manſon; deſiring him not to be troubled at 
her fainting away, fince it was only occa- 


ſioned by theExceſs of that Joy ſhe conceived 
in ſeeing him again; and that Death itſelf 


a. have been eaſy to her upon ſo happy 
Occaſion, and eſpecially vying in un 
. 
' Whilſt in this Manner they were ex- 
weine the Ardency of their Affections 
each other, the good Man of the 
ouſe came Home; and being told by his 
ife that Doidamia's T jusband was there, 
he was over- joyed; and covrteouſly ſa - 
lated d Alauſon, telling him, He was ſure he 


$ wal Welcome Man there to them all, but 
| 1 ecially to 1 


who had long 
| mourned 


—— 


at her Virtue. Dinner being ended, 


whom he had left in the Entrance of the 
Wood, and would have gone back tn 
him; but the good Old Man would by 
no Means let him, telling him he would 
go himſelf, becauſe he better knew the 
Way, and could eaſier find it; and fo 


nothing of him, leaving his Horſcs | 
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oorned his Abſence. © Hlanſon Kkind!y * 
thanked him, and told him, he ſhould ever © 
5 honour him as the Refuge and Preſerve! h 


of his dear Lady. And after ſuch Civilities fr 
on each Side — the good Woman et a1 
efore him ſuch homely Refreſhment | as th 


| the had prepared on the Table: Alanſon] 
eat but little, Deidamia's Preſence being G 
more to him than all the Dainties in the tl 


World; yet perceiving with what courſe] V 


Fare his Lady had been there contented, ſj © 


he praiſed | her Humility, and wondered(} 8 


Alanſen, was concerned for his Servant, 


taking his Dogs along with him, he of 
went accordingly : The Man having] fe. 


waitcd at the Entrance of the Wood, he 
from the Time that his Maſter went intoff ti 


it, till the next Morning, and hearing * 


the Ficlds adjoining to the - Wood, "i of 
ved to find him out, and having got 


| good whe he met the Old Gentleman] in 


h 


of him for his Maſter, whom he deſcribed; 


from him, to conduct him where he was, 
and that he had found his Lady; at this, 
the Servant was very glad, aud Joyfully 


went along with him. After the Old 


Gentleman was gone for the Servant, 


the Count and his Lady went into the 


Woods, and there ſhe gave him a 'parti- 


cular Account of all her Sorrows and 
Sufferings ſince his departing from her, 
And the Reaſon of her ſtzying where ſhe 


was, viz, The Old Gentleman not daring 


to go out of the Wood with her, he being a 


profcrib*d Perſon z and to go without him 
was toendanger her own Life : Beſides, ſhe 


knew not how Antonio might have ordered 1 
Matters, having the Pretence of Hereſy to 


lay to her Charge; and that hearing nothing 


of him in all this Time, ſhe though it his Af- 


fections might have been eſtranged from 
her. But Alanſon aſſuring her to the Con- 
trary, telling her, he could not but wonder 


at the unparalelled Villiany of Fronovius and 
Antonio, and that he had turned them out 


x 
who was coming to him; and enquiring 


* 
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he told him he had beth ſeen and can 9 


of his Service ſoon after he came Home from 


I the Camp. After which the Old Gentle- 
man and Alanſon's Servant, being (as before 
3 5 E 4 related) = 


Pr 


— 
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Bi wan atthe Cottage, the Evening 
was far ſpent, and ſo they” all ODOR Wen 


| ſelves to reſt. 


The next Morning. Ae was pre- 
paring for his Return home; but before 
they went, their aged Landlord would 
need have them ſtay and dine, and in 
diſcourſe told him, He was once a Tenant 
of his Fathers; but by | cruel Edicts was 
forced not only to leave that Farm, but 
his Paternal Inheritance; ſuffering the 
Spoils and Loſs of all, for the Sake of 
Chriſt and a good Conſcience z and in 
this Solitary Retirement, have enjoyed 
more true Peace and Satisfaction, than 
in all the Pleaſure of his Forepaſt Life. 
The Count then asked him his Name ? 
which he told bim was de la Mont; up- 
on which he preſently knew and embra- 
ced him, faying, That ih himſelf was of the 
Romiſh Perſuaſion, yet he had often pi tied 
Eis Sufferings, adding, That it was given 
eut ke died in Priſon, The pious. Detaa- 
mia, from the Diſcourſe took an occaſion 
to ſay, Ah ! my deareſt Lord, you ſee what 
a cruel and mercileſs Religion it is that you 


profeſs, and which through the Gooaneſs of 


God, I have / lately departed from, I an 
not Surpriz'd (ſaid Mlanſon) at ibat which 


+ * 7 ; you 
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the reformed Religion, and againſt the 
Errors of the Church of Rome, that it en- 
couraged Deidamia farther to go on, and 
ſhew the Viciouſneſs and Debauchery of 
the Romiſh Clergy, their Bloody Princi- 
ples and perſecuting Spirit, fo that A-_ 
lanſon was forced to Confeſs, that what 
was alledged againſt their Practices was 
true, but as to their Principles (abating 
that of Perſecution) he believed they 
might be miſtaken : Upon which Deida- 
mia replyed, I am glad, my dear Lord, to 
find you are againſt Perſecution ; I hope then 
you ill be willing I ſhalt enjoy the Liberty of 
my Conſcience, the only Happineſs I have had 
in this ſolitary Retirement, and that you will 
never go about to compel me to go to Maſs, 
which I will rather chuſe to die than do: To 
this Alanſon replyed, That he was no ſuch 
Bigot as to think that thoſe that ſincerely 
Worſhipped God, according to the beſt of 
Weir Underſtandings, as be was confident 
. 33 Deidamia 


their Kindneſs to his Lady while ſhe had 


| would go along with them, and make 


Houle :+ where they were received with 


much more of her Parents: to whom in 
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Deidamia did) might not be accepted of him || : 
though of an Opinion different from him- 
F ſelf: And as to compel her to go to Maſs, 
if by Arguments he could not perſuade her 
to it, he ſolemnly promiſed he never would 
uſe any other Means. 
And being now ready to depart, Aan In 
fon offered La Mont ſtore of Gold for 


been with them, which he abſolutely 
refuſed, ſaying, Her Converſation had been 
fo agreeable, that they were the Perſons 
who had been obliged. So that leave be- 
ing taken, and Ia "Mont praying that God 


their way Proſperous, they parted, and 
Coming out of the Wood, the Servant 
readily found the Horſes ; and Deidamis 
getting up behind her Lord, they made] th 
the beſt of their Way towards Alanſon's I cei 


the rejoicing of their - cquaintance, and 


a Day or two they made a Viſit, Deidamia 
being received by them as one riſen from 
the Dead. And the Story of their 
Daughter's Troubles being all related toſ} 
them, they could not but admire theſof | 
1 Trovidence- of God, in Peg * hin 
1 '4 - 85 | 
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her, 
and 
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of Fronovins and Antonio: Who upon ⁶ 
their hearing of the Confeſſion of the 


dying Criminal, had- withdrawn .them- 
ſelves from their former Reſidences, And 


Antonio (the better to eſcape deſerved Pu- 


niſhment for his luſtful Attempts upon 


Deidamia's Chaſtity) went privately to 
the Biſhop of Rherms, and told him that 


Count Alanſon's Lady, was deprav'd with 
Hereſy, in which ſhe was fo much coun- 
tenanced by her Lord, that himſelf for 
endeavouring to reclaim -her, was turned 


out of the Family, and cut off from all 


Intereſt in it, and therefore came hum- 
bly to beg his Protection againſt ſo 


he heard he had entertained, and being 
troubled that ſo great a Villain ſhould 
find any Countenance from the Biſhop, 


he writ back again to know the Names, 
of thoſe that had ſo injuriouſly informed || 


him againſt his Lady: But che Biſhop 
1 Ton would 


W: 
erful an Adverſary, ſince what he Pad 1 
done, was only out of Zeal to promote 
the Catholick Religion- The Biſhop re- 
ceived him into his Protectien, and wrie 
a ſharp Letter to the Count about it? 
Who having received it, believed it was Ml 
done by the Inſtignation of Antonio, whom 


5 


and wonder at the monſterous Wickedneſèe 
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x Deſires. This made the Count return 
him a ſecond Letter, written in a more 


angry Style, declaring, That if be could | - 


not have. Fuſtice from him, the King v1imPelf 
| ſhould be acquainted with it, and by bw be 
- would ſeek Redreſs. This ſo Wee the 


Biſhop, that he ſent Examiners to his La- 


dy, to interrogate her about her Religion, 
of which the Count having ſome Intima- 
tion, . ſent her to her Parents, who were 
extreamly troubled at theſe freſh Misfor- 
tunes, and mightily Scandalized at the 
Villany of Antonio, and the Biſhop's pro- 
tecting him from Juſtice, grew there- 
upon very cold in the Profeſſion of the 


„ Popiſh Religion, which fo furiouſly perſe- 


. L * 
1 


cCauted Innocence and Virtue, and counte- 
naced the greateſt Wickedneſs : This 
the pious Deidgmia wiſely improved, and fo 


and zealous Diſcourſes, that through the 
) Operation of God Holy Spirit aſſiſting her, 
they were both brought over to the Em- 
\ | bracing of the Truth. 

= The Biſhop's Examiners 19 diſap- 
3d pointed, returned back without their Ex- 
rand upon which the Biſhop threatned 

"Wag mom une both Aanſon and his 

bor Family, 


3 | . not gratify him fo far in his 


effectually wrought with them, by her warm . 


— 
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Family; and was ſoon after. as __ as * 


to the King, who was then at Maply, i 
where he Complained of the Injury done | 


_ communicating him, and Protecting a Vi- 


and made his Complaint firſt : For the 


him, The Biſhop of Rheims was a good 


_ boldly charged him with Entertaining a 
wicked Perſon, to the -prejudice of his 
Honour; telling 1 
declared his Crimes, deſiring he might 


Which encouraged Villainy, and fought the\} 
Deſtruction of t them that were Virtuous. At 


Jn. 
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his Word. Upon this Alanfon Poſts away 


him by the Biſhop of Rheims, both in Ex- 


Jainous Criminal from Juſtice, But it ſeems | k 
the Biſhop had been before-hand with him, | 


King received him very Coldly, and told 


him. On which Alanhn returned Home | 
much diſcontented, and found that in his 


1 
Man, and he left his Buſineſs wholly to 1 
ö 
| 
; 


Abſence freſh ſearch had been made in his 
Houſe for his Lady, tho? without Succeſs, } 
Then he went to the Biſhop himſelf, and 


him who he was, and 


be brought forth, and his Lady ſhould * 
appear. But the Biſhop refuſing this, and 

telling him, His Lady was accuſed of i f 
Hereſy, and he of Countenancing it; the 
Count in a Kind of Holy Anger, told 
him, That Religion could not be of God 


i 
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That he ſhould be anfwered in another Na- 
ture. And ſoon after he had ſecret Notice 


from Court, Th t upon a freſh Com- 


Plaint of the Biſhops, both he and his Lady 
were proſcrib'd as Hhowwnord; and that not- 


withſtanding his Friends Interceſſion, and his 


own former Merits, his Places were taken 
| away, and his Eſtate ordered to be ſeized 
| ns a Terror to others.“ Alanſon finding him- 
felf unable to withſtand this Storm, 
packed up the richeſt of his Effects, and 


and then followed after himſelf, Where 


having declared the great Injuſtice he had 
met withal, contrary to all Religion, Ho- 


i nour, Honeſty, and Conſcience, He then 


told his Relations he was reſolved by God's 


Help to embrace that Religion, for which ö 
he had been a Sufferer before he was a 
Profeſſor; For that Religion could not 


pe of God, that did ſo evidently ſet up the 
WW oiced, . and Deidamia more eſpecially ; 


Her Father and Mother were of the 


| ame Mind with him'; at which Alanſon 
| was the more encouraged, But left their 


3 Wt, - | AQ: 


this the Biſhop ſtormed, and told him, 


 prvately ſent them to his Wife's Father, 
| Where ſhe was all this while concealed, 


King dom of the Devil. At which they all 


F who paſſionately embracing. him, faid, 
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for them, they withdrew into a ſmall Vil- 
lage and lived obſcurely, while Montaigu 


could hear of a convenient Veſſel to tranſ- 


port them into a Country where wy 
might enjoy more liberty. ; 


Tou have before heard how Bernard 
the Gardner was fold to a Maſter of a 
Ship belonging to one of the French Plan- 
tations, in the Veſt- Indies; before we con- 
clude, we will briefly ſhew how God's Pro- 
vidence watched over him for good alſo, 


In his Voyage at Sea they met with ſo ex- 


traordinary a Storm, fhat all expected pre- 
ſent Death; but Bernard was very Calm, 
putting up his Fervent Prayer to Almighty 
God, which was followed by a very great 
Serenity and Calmneſs. This made the | 
| Maſter have a Reſpect for him, and often- 
times diſcourſed with him, his Beha- il 


viour being always Sober, and his Diſ- 


courſe Savoury. * The Maſter having made b 


his Voyage ſold Bernard for a Slave, and 
having ſtaid there about two Months, re- 


turn'd again to France, but the Diſcourſes 
and Behaviour of Bernard had made ſo 
deep an Impreſſion in his Mind, that he 
was greatly troubled for having ſold him, in- 
7 8 that he could not Reſt, until he had 


taken 


* * 
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Adverſaries ſhould come thither to ſearen 
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danken a Solemn Reſolution the next Voyage 
he made, to bring him back, and accordingly 


the next Year making another Voyage thi- 
ther, he made it his Buſineſs to enquire after 


him, and having found him, ask'd if he was 


willing to have his Liberty, and return to his 
own Country? Bernard replied, he never was 
in-Love with Slavery; but was contented 


under it whilſt God's Providence ordered it 


ſo; but if he might have his Liberty, he 
would chuſe it rather. Whereupon the Ma- 
ſter paid the Ranſome, and brought him 
back to France; nor was he a loſer by it; for 


as a Recompence for his Kindneſs it pleaſed 


God to make Bernard an Inſtrument to open 


his Eyes, and bring him to the acknowledg- 


ment of the Truth. Bernard being got again 
into his own Country, made it his Buſineſs to 


enquire after the Welfare of Alanſon's Fami- 


ly, and being told of the Sufferings that had 
lately befallen them, he was extreamly 
griey'd, tho? at the ſame Time he could not 
but rejoice that they ſuffered in ſo good a 
Cauſe. And ſpeaking of them to ſome of his 
O1d Chriſtian Friends; he was told by one 
of them, that both the Court and his Lady 


| lived Obfcurely and in Diſguiſe in the N«i1gh- 


bouring Village, and that if he had a Mind 
to ſee them, he would give him a Note to 
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the Gentleman of the Houſe, upon which ; 
he ſhould have Admittance to them; or o- 


therwiſe they would not be ſpoken with by 


any one. Bernard gladly accepted of his 


Friend's Kindneſs; and ſtraight went to 


the Houſe, and delivered the Gentleman the 


Note, the Purport of which was, That be had 


| known the Bearer many Years for à faithful 
Friend and Brother; and that he had been 
formerly a Servant of the Count Alanſon's, 
and had a great Defire to ſee his Lady, which 
be might ſafely let him do. Upon reading this 


Note, the Gentleman defired him to come 


in, and ſent up one of his Servants to ac- 
quaint Deidamia there was one below deſired 
to ſpeak with her; upon which Bernard 
was preſently called up; Deidamia was 
mightily ſurprized to ſee Bernard, whom 
ſhe thought ſhe ſhould never have ſeen 
more, and very much rejoiced at it; intro- 
ducing him to her Lord, and afterwards 
to her Parents, who all made very much 
of him and were glad to ſee him, And 


having communicated the various Provi- 
derices of God to one another ſince they 


-had been parted, they all bleſſed the Lord 


for his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
Works to the Children of Men. And 
afterwards conſulted how to procure a 


Veſſel 
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3 "Veſſel to convey them out of Danger, Ber. 


nard gave them an Account, that the Ma- 
ſter of the Veſſel which brought him back 
to France, was alſo converted; and that 
now his Veſſel lay ready to ſail for Den- 
mark, and he was ſure he would be glad to 
| ſerve them. To th they all agreed; and 
thereupon Bernard went immediately to 


the Maſter of the Ship, who readily con- 


ſented to carry them, and ordered their 
. Goods to be brought preſently, and them- 
ſelves te come aboard at Midnight; at 
which Time Bernard conducted them to 


the Ship, and then went aboard with them 


in quality of their Servant; and ſoon after, 
the Wind ſerving, they ſet fail for Den- 


| mark; where being arrived, and tarrying à 


few Days, they hired a Dutch Veſſel to 


carry them to Rotterdam, and from thence | 


they went by Boat to Utrechs, which being 


— TTWkv 


a” pleaſant Place, and of a very good Air, 


they reſolved to ſettle there. 


Thus, Courteous Reader, thou haſt had. 


a brief, but true Relation of the Mercy 


and Goodneſs of God to that Noble Fa- 
mily, which is the Subject of this Nar- 
rative: And he that Reads it throughout 


ſeriouſly, will find Cauſe to make the ſame 


„ wed fol. hand 


for the End of that Man is Peace?. Which 


the Apoſtle St. James farther Exemplifies 


in his Epiſtle, * You have heard of the 


Patience of Job, and have ſeen the End of 


the Lord, how he is very pitiful and of 
tender Mercy'. Here you have ſeen the 
great diſtreſs of Deidamia, and kere you 
have ſeen the Goodneſs of God in her De- 


liverance. Here you have the Count A-. 


lanſon rifled of all his Eſtate and Profeſſi- 


on; and here you have ſeen how God has 
Sraciouſly made it up, in giving him that 
Faith which is far more precious than the 


Gold which periſheth, 
But I cannot conclude without giving 


you an Account of the Judgment of God 
upon Funpuius and Antonio, that others 
| may Fear and give Glory to God. 


 Fronvvins aſter the Scifare of Hanſor 8 
Eſtate, and his Departure into Holland, 
returned into thoſe Parts, but finding 
himſelf hated by all Men for his Villainy 
he retired into Nene where Solicit- 


ing his Landlord's Daughter to yield to 


dis Luſt, and ſhe refuſing it, he took an 
Opportunity to Raviſh her, for which he bi 
was hang'd without the Gates of 40 4 


1 he FR EN c Convert. Toy” 7 
Obſervations that David did of Old, Mar 
the perfect Man, and behold the upright, 


. F \ 
$4 — "PI 2 6, wc * 
— 2 r * od po ow ag *—».- 1a watt tb; — Aa ” 
* 2 5 — — e 
F ; ** 3 . 1. 


od a8 for Antonio, tho! he eſcaped the 


nber. 


Juſtice of Man, he could not eſcape the 
Judgment of God, for falling diſtracted a 
little Time after, he confeſſ. d it was God's 
Judgment upon him for the Milchief he 
had wrought againſt his Lord lanſon, and 
his Virtuous Lady; ſaying, They had 
taking a way to be ſaved, but he was ſure 
to be damned; and fo daſhing out his own 
Brains againſt a Wall, he died miſerably. 
Both of them Verifying the Wores of the 
inſpired Pen-Man, Is not Deſtruction to the 
wieked, and a ftrange Puniſhment to vas 
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A Brief Account of the Preſent Per- 

fecutions of the FRENCH Pro- 
e 1 


HE reftleſs Malice of the great 
Enemy of Mankind againſt the 
church of God, has been tufficiently 
manifeſted in all Ages of the World; and 


began to exert itſelf firſt of all in Cain, | 


who killed his Brother Abel, becauſe his. 


own Deeds were Wicked, and his Brother's 
e EEY as the Holy Scriptures inform 


And it has been his frequent Practice, 


e he could not withdraw the People of 


God from the Profeſſion of the Truth by 
the Bait of Worldly Advantage, to raiſe a 
Flood cf Perſecution againſt them, by that 
Means extirpate them, if it were poſſible, 
out of the Earth. Of which no People in 
Europe has in this Age had more Fatal Ex- {| 
perience than the poor Proteſtants inn 
France, who have been ſo barbarouſly uſed 
by the Blood-thirſty Papiſts there, that a 


True Account of their Sufferings will ö 


appear to the next Age rather like Ro- 
mantick Fictions, than (as indeed they are) 
Realities. And there are two Things 


x 110 

in it that appear alike Admirable,; and 
that is, the barbarous Rage and Cruelty of 
the Perſecutors, and the invincible Cou- 
rage and Conſtancy of the poor Suffcrers, 
Who are fo mightily ſupported by the Di- 
vine Grace, that they not only Triumph 
cover all their Tortures, but ſuffer joyfully 
the Loſs of all, as knowing that they have 
in Heaven a better and a more induring 
Sabſtance.—— But I will recite briefly 
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ſome Inftances of their Sufferings, 
Some they Condemn to the Gallies, 


* where they are coupled commonly with 
the vileſt Miſcreants, Condemned thither 
fer the moft flagitions Crimes, 
fearful Oaths and Execratiofis are conti- 
nually wounding of their Pious Ears: 
There is generally five of them placed up- 
on every Form, fettered with a heavy 
Chain of about ten or twelve Foot long: 

| They Shave their Heads, from time to 
time, to ſhew they are Slaves, and are not 
allowed to wear their Hats and Perriwigs: 
They have only Beans, and nothing elſe 
for their Food, with about fourteen Ounces 
of courſe Bread a Day, and no Wine at 
all. T hey are devoured in Winter by 
Lice, and in the Summer by Bugs and 
. Fleas, and forced to lie upon one another, 


whoſe 
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as Hogs in a Sty; and every Day threatened | 
and tormented by Friers and Prieſt, 'wha _ 
not being able to convince them by Rea-! c 
ſon, think to do it by Severity. 4 


Some they put in Priſon, and keep 'Y 
them i in naſty Dungeons and Holes, full of 4 0 


Mire and Dirt, without any Bed, or fo 


much as Straw to lie upon, and not ſuffer- 
ed to have the leaſt Glimmering of the 
Sun, or the Sight of a Candle; and al- 
lowed ſo ſmall a Quantity of Victuals, as 


is hardly ſufficient to keep them alive. ron : of 


85 miſerable Caſe, without any Pity to 
, ſome have been kept above a Year to- 
. One of them being viſited after 


Twelve-Month's Impriſonment i in this mann 


ner, by one called a Director of Conſcience, 
juit as they were going to bring him his 


ſmall Allowance, he could not ferbear, I 


crying out, as ſoon as he faw him, Lord 


in what a Condition are you, Sir, To which 


the poor Sufferer reply'd with a Chriſtian 
Fortitude, worthy of the Cauſe he ſuffered 
tor, Cou'd you but ſce the ſecret Plea- 
ſure my Heart Experiences, you would 


[think me too happy. The Prieſt told him, 3 
The greateit Sufferings did not intitle to tle 
Porz of Martyrdom, unleſs he ſuffer'd for 


r, Truth and Juſtice. to this the poor Pri- 4 
I foner | 
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4 5 


F "Live reply'd,. the granted it; but that was 


his Caſe, the Holy Ghoſt ſo ſealed it to his 
' Heart, that the very Thoughts thereof ſup- 
2 orted him in the midſt of all his Afflictions: 
This Perſon has through God's Providence 
0 — ſince delivered; and has declared, 
that the Conſolations that God out of his 
infinite Love afforded to him, were ſo 
; * great, that he little regarded the Miſeries| 
he was reduced to, tho* he continued in 


that lamentable Condition about two and 


* twenty Months, without changing his 
aer: till his Beard was grown as long 

e Hair of his Head, and his Face as 
pals a Plaiſter'd Wall; who declared 


F alſo, that when he was deliver'd, the Num- 


ber of thoſe chained to the Gallies for the 
Sake of Religion, was about Three Hun- 
dtred and Seventy, who, glorified God in 


their re Wa an e Cou: 
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